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Welcome to P-W 101 ! ! ! It's another great issue which we're sure you're 
going to enjoy! ! ! It's not as grandiose as P-W 100 was, or as lengthy - but 
it's nice to be back to relative normal again ! ! ! 

This issue starts off with a great article by Ray Williamson - he wrote it 
especially for P-W and EAC. Ray is a well-known authority on U.S. large 
cents and on the first U.S. Mint, and he is the dean of all the authors who have 
written about the early American big coppers. We know that you’ll enjoy 
reading this article. 

Next, George Tyson reveals more of his research on the composition of 
large cent planchets; and Alan Weinberg provides an interesting report on the 
Harold Bareford collection of early American coppers. Then, John Brady 
reflects on his experiences as a copper buff, and Bob Jessen relates the 
interesting saga of being a 'digger'. 

Of course, there's a lot more to keep you informed and entertained and to 
provide you with interesting sidelights on our hobby. Just look through the 
Table of Contents and see for yourself all the goodies which await you. There's 
also the results of the recent EAC election, some late items related to EAC 
'84, a listing of books for loan from the EAC Library, and lots of other items 
and comments. 

We at P-W headquarters regretfully did not receive much mail from 
members during February and March. A lot of the material in this issue was 
held back from use in P-W 100. Now, all of the material has been used, and 
we are completely void of anything for use in P-W 102. Remember! - we 
publish our next issue on May 15, and we need your help in providing the 
material. You’ve had your mid-winter vacation following publication of 
P-W 1 00 - it’s time now to get back to work! Send us your news and comments 
on EAC '84 - your results of recent research - your stories of new finds - your 
comments, your bitches, your gripes. We'll be waiting to hear from you. 

Let’s keep up the tradition of making each issue of P-W better and better than 
the last one . 

Finally, P-W and the Editor wish to thank all of you who have contributed 
material used in P-W 100 and this issue. We're grateful to all of you for 
your kind support and sincere cooperation. And we're proud to know that 
EAC and its members stand tall in the numismatic world because of PENNY- 
WISE. 

Now, put on your reading glasses, relax, and enjoy P-W 101 . 

Warren A. Lapp, M.D. 

Editor and Publisher 
and 

The Staff of PENNY-WISE 
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COPPER FOR EARLY AMERICAN CENTS 

Raymond H. Williamson 

Let us consider the whys and wherefores of copper coins up to the time they went 
through the early American coining press, particularly with respect to the copper 
supply for the first U. S. Mint. Why did the mint need so many tons of copper? 
Where and under what conditions was it mined? Who had the necessary skills and 
machinery to prepare tons of copper for coinage? This overview is based on 
not-readily-available published material which inspires confidence as to its 
accuracy. Such widely- scattered publication has been done by Stewart, Carothers, 
Newman, Breen, Julian, Taxay and others — certainly including George K. Tyson 
whose "X-Ray Analysis Sheds Light on Colonial Copper Sources" appeared in the 
January 1984 Fenny-Wise . 

But first we need to know what lawmakers and mintmasters (and people in the 
street) thought about coppers in the late 18th century. Then we can better 
understand why so much copper was needed. 

Were Coppers Really Coins ? The American colonists were mainly English. Most 
spoke the English language and they considered themselves English citizens away 
from home. They fought and won a Revolutionary War because they were not treated 
as such by the English government. So we can look to England to see what people 
thought of copper coins, and find Americans thinking the same way. 

Beginning when copper coins were first introduced in England in 1672, such coins 
were not considered to be money but a substitute. Their manufacture at the 
Royal Mint in London was not a part of the Mint's running contract with the 
Crown, but rather an ad hoc deal made from time to time for coining a few tons 
of coppers. The motivation was public clamor for coins useful in making change 
and buying small objects. A wide gulf was maintained between traditional pro- 
cedures for coining copper as compared to the coining of the precious metals. 
(CRAIG page 174)*. 

An example of coppers being considered as not really coins : In both England and 

colonial America, people who counterfeited gold, silver or paper money were 
roughly treated in the courts. Colonial paper money bore the traditional warning: 
TO COUNTERFEIT IS DEATH — and this was no idle threat. However, counterfeiting 
of coppers was widely carried on with impunity in both countries, and generally 
was overlooked as merely "private coining" generally helpful to trade. Also in 
colonial days, government mints had great operating trouble with processing 
copper, and their managements were secretly pleased to avoid the difficult manu- 
facture of coppers whenever possible. 

Yet another example of coppers as non-coins: In 1797, the British officials 

reluctantly granted coppers the legal tender quality — but only up to a shilling, 
while their silver and gold had unlimited legal tender. (CRAIG p 265). The 
Americans did not legislate legal tender for copper coins until 1933, altho the 
bronze cents had made it in 1864 — np to ten cents. Silver and gold always had 
unlimited legal tender. Also, during the time copper cents and half-cents were 
coined in the United States, there was no legal provision whatsoever for their 
redemption when worn out. (This must be the reason why so many "dogs" have 
survived!) In 1857, a U. S. law finally was passed to redeem them, but even then, 
not as a "current coin" (CAROTHERS pp 199,205). 

See end of article for complete references. 
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Coppers (when available) were used for payrolls and were welcomed by the man in 
the street for making change, for toll-gate expenses and other small purchases 

— and surely for playing pitch-penny. They needed tons of coppers, especially 
in the cities. 

Why were all the coppers so big ? The Royal Mint in London in the 1600' s had made 
gold and silver coins having a metal value equal to their face value, with coinage 
at government expense. But this policy was not practical for copper coins, for 
several reasons. The resulting copper coins would be huge and inconvenient to 
use. The varying price of copper might require frequent recoinages. The expenses 
of coining, if paid by the government, would be prohibitively large for copper 
relative to the value of the resulting coins. And importantly (they thought), 
if the coppers were made much lighter in weight, there would be a great temptation 
for counterfeiting. Therefore, the Royal Mint proclaimed in 1672 that copper coins 
were "to contain as much copper as shall be of the intrinsic value of each less 
the charges only of coining and uttering." This principle held in England until 
1821 (CRAIG p 175), and also was followed for copper coinage in the United States. 
However, in both countries, as a hedge against public melting of copper coins for 
profit in case copper prices increased substantially, the official weights of. 
such coins were reduced a little more than the amount necessary to cover coining 
and distribution expenses — resulting in a small copper profit for the mint. 

So keen were the U. S. Mint Directors to save expenses and to avoid Congressional 
criticism that they annually reported this copper profit. In 1794, coining 
coppers was even listed as one of the nine sources of federal government income. 

( ASPF - I, p 281) 

However, this miniscule reduction in weight of coppers to show a small overall 
copper coinage profit still left the coins very large and cumbersome for trans- 
portation and for use. Six more decades of U. S. mint experience were required 
to make it evident that much smaller cents would be preferable to all concerned 

— especially to the "man in the street," who got along very nicely circulating 
privately-issued Civil War tokens as cents, the same size as today's one-cent 
pieces. 

Other countries formerly had heavyweight coppers too. It was traditional. Here 
is a weight comparison of the U. S. copper cent with similar British and Russian 
copper coins: 

U. S. copper cent: 208 grains 1793-1795 

168 grains 1795-1837 

British half-penny: 152 grains 1720-1775 

194 grains 1797-1806 (coined at Boulton's mint) 

146 grains 1821-1860 

Russian 5 kopek: 506 grains 1763-1780 (Kolyvan Mint, Siberia) 

395 grains 1763-1810 (Ekaterinburg Mint, Ural Mountains) 

The Russians also made a great slug of a 10-kopek coin weighing an incredible 
1012 grains, 1763-1781, at their Kolyvan Mint. It was over six times the weight 

of our one-cent piece 1795-1857. (CRAIG pp 41 7-420 ; BREKKE pp 110, 140, 141, 192) 

Big Coins Require Lots of Copper . First we must record the long-ton arithmetic 
always used in both England and America for purchases of copper for coining. 
(Treating this arithmetic too casually has introduced some errors by generally 
trustworthy authors when they converted tons of copper into the equivalent numbers 
of coins of legal weight; such conversions in the literature may be easily veri- 
fied on your hand calculator). 
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In both England and America, all coinage records for gold and silver were kept in 
terms of the Troy pennyweight (dwt) of 24 grains, or the Troy ounce of 480 grains, 
or the Troy pound of 5760 grains (12 Troy ounces). On the other hand, purchase 
bookkeeping for copper coins was kept in Avoirdupois weight : 

1 ton (always the long ton) = 20 hundredweight (cwt) 

= 2240 pounds Avoirdupois (lb avdp) 

1 hundredweight (cwt) = 4 quarters (qr) 

= 112 pounds Avoirdupois (lb avdp) 

1 pound Avoirdupois (lb avdp)= 16 ounces Avoirdupois (oz avdp) 

= 7000 grains 

The grain was common to the Troy and Avoirdupois systems. (I'd much rather deal 
in decimally-related grams, kilograms and metric tons — but these units won't 
be helpful in the old records). When a pound Avoirdupois of copper was coined 
into U. S. copper cents of 168 grains each, it would make 7000/168 = 41-2/3 cent 
pieces of legal weight; a long ton of copper would make 2240 X 41-2/3 = 93,333 
pieces. For half cents, these quantities of pieces are doubled. 

Using this long- ton arithmetic, the total coinage of U. S. copper cents 1793- 
1857 (156,288,744 pieces) would weigh in at about 1675 long tons at legal coin 
weight; the half-cents (7,981 s 822 pieces) would weigh about 43 long tons, making 
1718 long tons total for U. S. copper coins. (MINT p 8). The mint also needed a 
lot of copper for the generally ten percent alloy in all our gold and silver coins. 
The U. S. coinage of copper cents did not catch up with the public demand until 
1820 (ASPF - III, p 674)# and through that date the mint already had coined about 
424 long tons of copper for cents alone. 

Although a small copper production was carried on in Vermont, Massachusetts, Conn- 
ecticut and New Jersey, copper mining in the U. S. really didn't amount to much 
until the Lake Superior mines in Upper Michigan started a steady growth in I844. 

In the meantime, private coiners in colonial America had been importing tons of 
sheet copper from Great Britain where the mines had achieved enormous production. 
Even "at the beginning of the 18th century, English mines in Cornwall were making 
much the largest part of the world's copper. . . at least three-fourths." Near 
the end of the 18th century, copper production in Cornwall and Wales had increased 
greatly due to the advent of James Watt's improved steam engine used to pump water 
from the mines — so that miners could go deeper into the earth. "Great Britain 
. . . made almost 7000 tons of copper in 1799" while the "united States made but 
a few tons." (STEVENS p 15-17). The U. S. Mint, of absolute necessity, had to 
import copper; and they imported it from England. 

To show how very small was the production of U. S. copper mines as late as 1844, 
when the U. S. Mint had developed the Crocker Brothers of Taunton, Massachusetts 
as a domestic supplier of copper planchets, the owners of the newly-productive 
Lake Superior copper mines brought political pressure on the mint via U. S. 
President John Tyler to require Crocker Brothers to use copper from U. S. mines; 
they established that the Crocker firm had been getting most of their copper by 
importation from Peruvian mines. (JULIAN C 10-1974). 

Almost all the copper used for U. S. cents and half-cents was obtained from England 
1796-1837. 

Copper Mining the Hard Way . It may interest collectors of early American coppers 
to know the conditions under which copper ore for their coins was mined in England. 
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I'll now quote and paraphrase from the 1906 Copper Handbook by Horace J. Stevens. 
"At the beginning of the Eighteenth century the English mines, in Cornwall, were 
making much the largest part of the world's copper, and even at that date were 
of such considerable depth and with such extensive underground openings that the 
problem of disposing of the water was of the most vital importance. Many good 
mines were allowed to remain idle, solely because the expense of keeping them 
free of water was greater than the profits of operation." The early Newcomen 
steam engine, despite its wastefulness and unreliability , was used to pump water 
very early in the 1700' s. It was much more effective than pumping by hand or by 
horse power, until "... the genius of Watt brought forth the modern steam eng- 
ine," first used for pumping in 1777 where it proved a great success. "It came 
none too soon, as the larger mines deepened by reason of the aid given from New- 
comen' s pumps, were at a depth where the first crude engines could no longer give 
satisfactory results. . . The Watt engine and its application to pumping mach- 
inery enabled mine operators of Cornwall and Anglesea (Wales) to penetrate to 
depths theretofore undreamed of. In 1790 a mine in Cornwall was 600 feet deep; 
in 1816 it was down to 1368 feet ... As the mines increased in depth rapidly, 
various improvements became necessary. The old method of raising ore in baskets 
carried up ladders on the backs of men and women was replaced by whims*, operated 
at first by hand, then by horse power, later by water wheels, and eventually by 
steam. Around these whims were coiled the ropes that hoisted ore in wicker bas- 
kets ... In 1842 the first man engine was built for taking men to and from 
their work in the deep mines." 

Did you realize that the copper for your earlier copper cents had been toted up 
ladders a thousand feet or so on the back of a man or a woman? I wonder how many 
trips a carrier made per day. (See artist's sketch) 

Copper for Early American Cents . Familiar to most Penny-Wise readers are the 
futile expedients resorted to by the management of the U. S. Mint before they 
swallowed their pride and bought copper planchets from England. (See JULIAN 
SCMB 2-1977 for an excellent summary). Under the Articles of Confederation in 
1787, James Jarvis of Connecticut had contracted to supply some 40 million Fugio 
cents, but defaulted after a small issue because he could not supply the copper 
or get it on credit in England. In 1789-1790, John H. Mitchell of South Carolina 
attempted to secure a middle-man' s commission for a proposed copper coinage 
contract between the U. S. federal government and Matthew Boulton' s great Soho 
Mint near Birmingham, England. This project fell through because Thomas Jeffer- 
son's report to Congress vetoed the idea of off-shore coinage; and besides, 
Mitchell had neglected to add his commission in the quoted price he relayed from 
Boulton (B0ID pp 335-349). However, this foreign procurement proposal triggered 
Congress into action to establish the first U. S. Mint, per the law of April 2, 
1792. The mint soon advertised for copper scrap, to make copper cents and half 
cents, but such a supply was totally inadequate as to quality, quantity and 
regularity. They secured less than 900 pounds in six months plus another batch 
of nearly three tons later in 1792. They were able to use some of this for the 
chain cents and half-cents of 1793, but soon resorted to the purchase of sheet 
copper from dealers who procured it from sources in England unknown today. Also, 
Secretary of State, Thomas Jefferson, had written to our Minister in London to 
obtain $10,000 worth of sheet copper from Sweden, or wherever good copper could 
be had. This resulted in a shipment of over nine long tons from Taylor and Baily 
of London which arrived in November and December of 1793 — too late for the 
coinage of that year. (STEWART p 31 ) (TAXAY pp 121-123). 

The mint management wanted to procure sheet copper of precisely the correct 
thickness to give planchets of correct legal weight when stamped out, without 
further difficult rolling of the sheet at the mint. In any case, the remaining 
scissel or shruf had to be melted, cast and rolled again at the mint. By 1795, 

* A whim is a vertical drum used for hoisting. 
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COPPER MINING THE HARD WAY. Even in 1800 "The old method of raising ore in 
baskets carried up ladders on the backs of men and women" in the deep copper 
mines of Wales still prevailed in many places. Sketch by Suzanne Schubert, 
Bedford, Virginia, 1984- 
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a large mass of scrap copper remained at the mint with no planchets on hand 
suitable for coinage. Like the British Royal Mint, the fledgling U. S. Mint 
simply could not cope with the precise cold-rolling of copper in anything like 
the necessary quantities. Only the Soho Mint had then mastered this practice. 

The great variability of diameters of 1794 cents is evidence that several sizes 
of cutting-out punches were used to produce copper blanks near legal weight, 
even though the thickness had not been properly controlled. This diameter vari- 
ance is greater than the expected variance due to striking without a collar. 

The Royal Mint in London had the same problem, with the same solution, as late 
as 1811 : "The cutting punches, and consequently the blanks, were made in three 

sizes ... to offset varying thickness in fillets." (CRAIG p 272). 

Under the Mint Directorship of Elias Boudinot (1795-1805), two important changes 
in copper coinage policy placed it on a more businesslike basis. Late in 1795> 
the weight of the copper cent was reduced about 19 percent to 168 grains; half 
cents were reduced in proportion. The cent weight remained at 1 68 grains until 
copper coinage was terminated in 1857. This action resulted from an increase in 
the market price of copper, coupled with the desire to show a continuing small 
mint profit in the copper coinage. The other Boudinot change was stabilization 
of copper procurement by the importation from England of ready-made planchets 
with rims upset, ready for striking. The first imported planchets (8300 pounds) 
were received late in 1796 from The Governors and Company of Copper Miners in 
England, and were a sorry lot requiring much rework. Matthew Boulton had been 
unable to supply planchets in 1796 due to other contracts, but his Soho Mint 
did supply the U. S. Mint with beautiful planchets in increasing amounts 
beginning in 1797, and continuing (with a few interruptions) for nearly forty 
years. This Soho Mint was operated by Matthew Boulton and James Watt, a partner- 
ship formed in 1775 to produce the improved steam engine. The Soho Mint, where 
steam coinage was pioneered in 1788, was founded as a market for the vastly 
increased copper supply from the mines in Wales and Cornwall. This increase had 
resulted from the use of the steam engine to pump water from the deeper copper 
mines. By 1794? the firm was styled "Boulton, Watt and Sons." The "sons" were 
Matthew Robinson Boulton and James Watt, Jr., who controlled the business during 
most of the period they supplied the U. S Mint with copper. The organization 
bacame "Boulton, Watt& Co." 1800-1850. Then the Soho machinery was sold to 
Ralph Heaton & Sons, later known as The Mint - Birmingham, where the mint mark 
"H" often was used. The British Royal Mint was still buying ready-made copper 
planchets from Heaton in 1851 and after. (SWEENY p 57). 

The U. S. Mint had an interesting problem with the Soho Mint 1804-1810: The 

planchets (sold by the pound) were a little too heavy — and hence too few, so 
that the U. S. Mint’s copper profit was reduced. (ARCHIVES). The war with 
England 1812-1815 interrupted the regular delivery of Soho planchets and resulted 
in no copper coinage for 1815 — the only year missed, 1793-1 857. At that time, 
the U. S. Mint attempted to develop the firm of Paul Revere & Son (founded 1801 
near Boston) as a planchet supplier; but this proposal fell through, probably 
because Revere' s copper supply was inadequate. (WMS0N p 798). This Revere 
correspondence revealed much of the Mint specifications for planchets, and shows 

that the Revere Company had by then mastered the art of rolling copper sheets to 

accurate thickness — the first in America. When the Soho Mint was finally phased 
out as a copper planchet supplier in 1837, the successful vendor was Crocker 
Brothers (founded 1826) of Taunton, Massachusetts; this firm in 1900 became a part 
of today's New Bedford Division of Revere Copper and Brass, Inc. (REVERE p 19) • 

In 1816 the U. S. Mint procured five tons of English planchets at a price lower 
than Boulton's from William Harrold of the house of Harrold and Beller, Birming- 
ham; as before, there was a quality problem, and Soho again became the regular 


- 104 - 


supplier. But by 1832 the desire to be self sufficient caused occasional U. S. 
copper planchet orders to be routed to Crocker Brothers — who by 1837 became 
virtually the sole supplier. The policy of buying ready-made planchets was 
made a part of the General Revision of the Coinage Laws: January 18, 1837, 

Section 33. (CAROTHERS p 335). 

Over the decades, the excellent cooperative relationship between the Soho Mint 
and the U. S. Mint is revealed by extracts from the final letter of January 29, 
1838, from Matthew Robinson Boulton, Soho, to Robert M. Patterson, Director of 
the United States Mint, Philadelphia, after Boulton had been informed that 
there would be no more off-shore procurement of copper planchets: (ARCHIVES) 

... It is with much regret I observe from the conclusion of your letter 
that the commands of that (U. S. Mint) Establishment with which I have been 
honored for a long series of years, are diverted into another channel ; the 
interruption of a connexion of nearly 4-0 years duration and one always 
esteemed as a valued mark of confidence and distinction cannot be otherwise 
than deeply felt, altho it is no inconsiderable mitigation to know that the 
event has not proceeded from any cause within my controul. Under this 
impression I need scarcely add that should circumstances hereafter allow of 
the renewal of it, you may rely on every disposition existing on my part to 
avail myself of the opportunity . . . Yours very faithfully / M. Rob 11 Boulton. 

Wo cold business letter, that. 
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ANALYSIS REVEALS COMPOSITION OF S-242 CENT 

George Tyson, NLG 

In my last article in PENNY-WISE, I introduced the concept of using x-ray 
fluorescence for determining the composition of early American coppers, 
specifically Colonial pieces. One subject that I touched upon was the need to 
standardize this technique by analyzing a comparable coin using a different 
instrument. In this article, I'd like to go into more detail on the results of 
analyzing an 1802 S-242 cent using Inductively Coupled Plasma (ICP). 

ICP's main disadvantage is that one has to dissolve a portion of the coin in 
nitric acid in order to get a result. This solution is then fed into the instrument 
and is compared to standard solutions of known composition. The advantages 
of this instrument over other techniques is that it is relatively simple to check 
for a large number of elements once the solution is made up, and the results are 
very precise. For instance, with some elements you can accurately detect 10 
parts per million (0.001%) of an impurity in the copper coin. 

Since I was only able to run one coin on the ICP, mostly because of the set- 
up time, but also because I was unwilling to damage more than one coin, I chose 
it carefully. The actual analysis was done for me by Ken Jones, a research 
chemist. The mutilated and heavily worn 1802 S-242 large cent which I selected 
had shown moderate amounts of several elements present as detected by x— ray. 

It would then be a simple matter to ratio x-ray peak areas of a different coin to 
this standard coin, and therefore would result in a fairly accurate composition. 

The table included with this article shows the ten elements that I chose to 
look for. Some of them, such as iron, lead, bismuth, arsenic, and antimony, 
were visible in varying amounts with the x-ray. Others, such as nickel, silver, 
and sulfur, were not seen with the x-ray, but are known to appear in copper ores. 

Still others, such as zinc and tin, are not normally found in copper ores, but 
are commonly used to harden copper alloys (to form brass or bronze). I wanted 
to see if perhaps these elements had been added to the metal to give the coin this 
desirable property. 

So what did we learn? For one thing, there's a lot of arsenic and bismuth 
in the 1802 S-242, both of which are hard to remove from copper by refining. 

As it turns out, both of these impurities add some desirable properties to 
copper - especially arsenic. Arsenic not only toughens copper, making it wear 
better, but it also forms a film on the surface which resists corrosion. 

My number for iron is only an estimate, since the result from the ICP was 
far too low. The instrument's computer undoubtedly applied the wrong factor. 

To get this figure of 0.96 per cent, I had to run samples of iron on the x-ray, 
compare the peaks to the copper peak, and then ratio the S-242 iron peak 
accordingly. This number should be fairly close to the real value. 

The silver content was a bit of a surprise, since 0.10 per cent is really 
quite a bit. In 1802 when the coin was struck, silver was worth about $1 .29 
per ounce, so this cent had 0.05 cent's worth of silver in it. Whether the Mint 
was aware of this or not, it couldn't have been worthwhile for the Mint to recover 
the silver with the methods available back then. 


- 106 - 


Of the remaining components tested for, there were moderate amounts 
present. Antimony was spotted with the x-ray, but the amount turned out to 
be small. Nickel, sulfur, and lead are all found in copper ores. Any other 
elements which were not tested for were likely to be present in even smaller 
amounts . 

Finally, the extremely low quantity of both zinc and tin shows that these 
coins were intended to be unalloyed with these metals to harden them or to 
lighten their color. It's also a clue that the coin was struck from newly-mined 
copper, since re— cycled copper probably would contain some tin or zinc which 
would be difficult to remove. 

Just for comparison, we also analyzed a 1980 Lincoln cent to see what 
levels of these same ten impurities are typical with a modern, electrolytically- 
refined alloy. These results are listed in the table. We found that the metal 
for the 1980 cent was quite pure except for the deliberatively-added zinc (5%). 

In summary, I'd have to say that the copper refiners did a very fine job 
back in 1802. They were particularly successful at removing sulfur, one of 
the most harmful agents in the finished metal. And, intentional or otherwise, 
the large amount of arsenic present in the coins of this period helped to give 
them the fine surfaces and toughness which make these coins so attractive to 
us today. 

The table follows: 


Analysis of Copper Impurities 


Element 

S-242 (1 802) 

1 980 Cent 

Iron 

0.96 % 

0.0085% 

Arsenic 

0.783 

0.009 

Bismuth 

0.334 

0.001 6 

S ilve r 

0.104 

0.0063 

Antimony 

0.041 

0.01 6 

Nickel 

0.01 92 

0.021 

Sulfur 

0.011 

0.003 

Lead 

0 . 0095 

0.001 

Tin 

0 . 001 0 

0.002 

Z inc 

0 . 0008 

4.89 

Purity: 

97.8% Copper 

99.94% Copper + Zinc 

Next issue: 

w The Mint Makes Do" - an x-ray analysis 

of 1 794 cents. 




ROD BURRESS 9743 Leacrest Cincinnati, Ohio 45215 

FOR SALE: - Cotton-lined envelopes $1 2.50 per hundred, postpaid. 

Fit inside 2x2 standard coin envelopes. 

Send SASE for sample. 
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XVI 1 1/1 01 


THE HAROLD BAREFORD COLLECTION OF EARLY AMERICAN COPPERS 

Alan V. Weinberg 

A substantial portion of Harold Bareford's coin collection has alneady been 
auctioned by Stack’s. However, the half cents, large cents, and Colonial coins 
still remain intact in the hands of William Bareford, Harold’s son. I'm told 
that William retains a collector's interest in these pieces. 

I am also informed that, in the not— too— distant future, some or all of these 
early coppers may come up for auction. 

The nature of the Bareford half cents and large cents is not widely known. 
Indeed, it is a most impressive assemblage. In 1964, fully 20 years ago, at the 
NYC Metropolitan Coin Convention (at that time, one of the 2 or 3 most significant 
annual numismatic events), I had the pleasure of seeing Harold Bareford’s early 
coppers on exhibit. I spent several hours recording the details. Harold would 
wander over from time to time and comment. 

Each copper in the exhibit was attributed and graded by Harold. In my notes 
made at that time, I recorded my opinion if I disagreed with Harold's grading or 
color. 

The following represents my notes made at that time: 

Half Cents 


1 793 

G— 1 

MS65 

sharp, light olive 


G-4 

MS65 

sharp, light olive 

1 794 

G-1 

MS65 



G-4 

MS60 



G-5 

MS60 



G— 9 

MS65 

sharp, dark-medium charcoal 

1 795 

G-1 

MS60-65 



G— 6 

MS60 

weakly defined hair 

1797 

G-3 

MS 65 

very sharp, olive and red Gem 

1 802 

G-1 

EF40 

dark brown 


G— 2 

VF20 

sharp for variety, dark brown 

1805 

G-1 

AU55 


1 806 

G-1 

MS65 

olive -light brown 


G-3 

MS65 

red-olive 

1 81 1 

G-1 

MS60 


1 828 

G-1 

M3 60 


1 831 

G-1 A 

Gem Proof 


1 833 

G-1 

Gem Proof 


1 836 

G-1 

Gem Proof 


1 843 

G-2 

Gem Proof 


1 847 

G-1 

Gem Proof 


1 852 

G-2 

Gem Proof 

Large Cents 

1 793 

Cl A1 

S— 1 MS 65 

chocolate brown, proof-like surfaces, sharp, free of 




any rubbing whatsoever 



S — 1 0 MS 60 
S-1 4 MS60 

chocolate with hints of red. Slight rubbing at weak high 


point ob. hair AU50 to 55 but classified MS60 in 
exhibit . 
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1 794 

S— 1 8b 

MS60 

Head of *93. Appears to be AU50 to 55 or so, 


S-23 

AU50 

Rarity 5 



S-28 

MS65 

Proof surface Gem 



S-57 

MS65 




S-63 

MS60 




S-68 

MS 60 

Rarity 6 



S-70 

MS 60 



1 795 

S-74 

MS 60 




S-75 

MS 65 

red-olive 



S-76a 

MS60-65 

red- olive 



S-78 

MS65 

red- olive 


1 796 

S-84 

MS65 

Gem strike. Liberty Cap 


S-1 1 2 

MS65 

Fillet head. Gem strike 

1 797 

S-1 23 

MS65 




S-1 35 

MS65-70 



1 798 

S-1 67 

MS65-70 




S-1 87 

MS60 



1 800/1 79 

S-1 94 

MS60-65 



1 800/1 798 

S-1 90 

MS65 



1 800/1 799 

S-1 92 

MS76-70 



1 801 

S— 21 9 

MS60 

3 errors 



S— 223 

MS 60- 65 

1 /OOO 


1 802 

S-232 

MS60 




S-23 5 

MS 65-70 




S-241 

MS60-65 



1 803 

S— 250 

MS 60 




S-254 

MS 60 



1805 

S-267 

MS65 



1 806 

S-270 

MS65 



1 807/6 

S-273 

MS 60 



1 807 

S/271 

MS60 

Comet variety 



S— 275 

MS65 



1 808 

S-277 

MS60-65 



1 81 0/9 

S-281 

MS60 



1 81 1 /I 0 

S— 286 

MS60 



1 81 2 

S— 291 

MS60-65 



1 81 3/1 2 

"unlisted" MS60-65 





Large 

Cents in Proof 


1 81 9/1 8 

N— 1 

Brown Proof 

1 831 N— 3 

Gem Proof 

1 820/1 9 

N-1 

Brown Proof 

1 841 N-1 

Gem Proof 

1 81 9 

N-9a 

Brown Proof 

1 843 N-1 

Cleaned Proof 

1 821 

N-2 

Brown Proof 

1 848 N-1 9 

Cleaned Proof 

1827 

N-4 

Brown Proof 

1 855 N-1 0 

Brilliant Red Gem Proof 

1 829 

N-1 

Brown Proof 

1 856 N— 5 

Chocolate Proof 




1 857 N— 5 

Gem toned Proof 



* * * * 



I expect to be attending the Floyd Starr sale in the Spring, and I will do a 


review of that sale for PENNY-WISE. 
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XVIII/101 


REFLECTIONS OF A COPPER BUFF 


John L . Brady 


It’s extremely easy to appreciate the comments made in PENNY-WISE by 
collectors regarding the many pleasant encounters/discussions recalled from 
times past - back to the earliest moments when their hobbies started. 

In my own case, it has always been my principal 'passion* to hunt down those 
very elusive coppers, starting with Mr. Lincoln, naturally. Weekly earnings of 
$7. from a newspaper route provided plenty of working capital in 1947 with which 
to get started. At that time, the best groupings were found to be with David 
Bullowa of 37 South 18th Street, Philadelphia. For several years, I spent my 
Saturdays in his shop, checking out those cases filled with pleasant things. 
Unfortunately, my interest in the early coppers had not germinated quite yet - 
David offered me a 1 793 Wreath cent in VF for $6. ! ! - and I turned it down ! ! 

Finally, after a long time (over 20 years), I proudly had assembled all those 
little rascals - all except one (you'd never guess which one!). All of them were 
sharp strikes, not necessarily in full Mint State. 

Sadly enough, in a fit of total insanity, I sold almost all of them to Ed Plobbs - 
that was several years before folks began to realize how difficult it was to locate 
them in this condition. Not to worry - I took away with me reasonable examples 
of the 1 839/6 and the 1 803 LD LF. Still, it was a pleasant quest, to say the least, 
and worthy of some comment: 

1 . First coin purchased was the 1909 S-VDB for $37.50 from David 


2 . 

3. 


4. 

5. 


Bullowa. 

Last coin located was either a 1 933 D or a 1 932 D. 

The 1923 S cost more than the 1914 D, due to the difference in the 
year of purchase. The 1 81 4 D was purchased from Stack's for 
$1 00. in 1 957; the 1 923 S was $1 25. , from Max Justis about two 
years later. The premium was high, but I never argued for a 
second - the coin is still the only sharp one I've ever seen - I'm 
truly sorry that my collection is gone now. 

The most difficult piece to locate sharply struck was the 1923 S. 
The only piece which I never acquired was the 1 91 7 S . I've never 
seen one truly sharp . Does anyone have one for sale? I'd like to 
own it. 


Of course, during those years, copper pursuits took the form of collecting 
cents, plus world-wide. I can't recall exactly when the EAC bug bit - probably 
during those years when Lincoln cent finds were down to one or two a year - but 
bite, it did ! ! 

One criteria that I've attempted to apply to the large cents is that of planchet 
condition. Even if the piece is only Good such as my 1804, that coin incorporates 
a sterling-clear planchet and the three neat die-breaks. The best overall 
condition piece, my 1800/179, I bought from Bill Brown of Lambertville, New 
Jersey - I rushed home and robbed my piggy-bank to get that^one! The 1 800/1 79 
looks to be EF and is struck on a beautiful, clear planchet. So to speak, these 
plan chets actually raise the overall grade rather than detract from it - it's a lot 
of fun to locate these beauties! 


- 110 - 


My work has carried me to many places; and in each place, I immediately 
developed a ’friendly encounter' with someone there: e.g. Yamaga Yoshinori in 
Tokyo in 1956; A1 Donn in Manchester, Connecticut; Jules Reiver in Wilmington, 
Delaware; and one brief 'trade attempt' with Denis Loring some years ago for my 
S— 52 . I see that it is now R6, but I guess that it's still difficult to locate. 

Those purchases, trades, showings, etc. among one and all are truly the 
basis for a long-remembered pleasure, always reinforced by time. My collection 
serves as a great 'cave' within which to retreat, and this is very necessary from 
time to time . 

A general review of the large cents appears to indicate the following: 

1 . 1 793 's are readily available - all it takes is money. 

2. 1794's in decent condition are not as available as you would think. 
Many have a host of planchet problems, pitting, whatever. 

3. 1 795's are difficult in nice clear condition - they're really tough. 

(I need both 1 795's to this date.) 

4. 1 796's are also difficult - the busts more so than the caps. 

5. The 1 797's and 1 798's are the easiest, but they're not falling off 
the trees by any means. 

6. The 1799 is almost never seen above AG. I purchased a VG1 0 
piece from Byron Hoke some years ago, and I haven't seen one 
like it since. 

7. The 1800 large cent is deceptively difficult. Grab one if it is on a 
clean, no-problem planchet - should be graded higher than they 
usually appear. 

8. 1801 - not easy - getting expensive in F or better. I've never seen 
one on a dense, clean planchet. 

9. 1 802 and 1803 - the easiest dates, but are elusive on clean planchets - 
as are all large cents in PENNY WHIMSY. The 1803 stemless 
variety is very elusive. I recently stumbled on one which is holed, 
counter stamped with (g> . I snapped it up for $8. - now all I need 

to complete my 1803 series is the LD SF. 

10. The 1804 is difficult, even more so than the 1799. 

11 . The 1805 is rarely found on a nice planchet. 

12. The 1 806 variety is a difficult date - clear examples are expensive. 

13. 1807 - clear planchets are scarce. 

14. 1 808 through 1 81 4 - are readily available with nice surfaces if you 
don't mind the price. 

The balance of the dates I 'remember' only with sketchy impressions: 

1 . The 1823 is tough in full VG or better. 

2. The 1 826/5 is fun to hunt for. I bought an XF-AU 1 826 some years 
ago, then proceeded to attempt removal of a piece of 'dirt' from the 
6 - only to find a very clear overdate 8. I understand that there has 
been a lot of controversy about this variety in past years - is it a 
genuine overdate or not?? 

3. The 1839/6 variety is elusive in F condition or better. 

4. I still don't own a nice 1824. 

All of these things do come to mind every now-and-again , always reminding 
me of the ongoing pleasure permanently implanted by each incident. 

After I return from Saudi Arabia, I hope to be able to join in the mainstream 

of EACers - a pleasure that I have neglected far too long. 

************* 
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XV II 1/1 01 


TALES OF A DIGGER 


Bob Jessen 

"Grab ya overalls" ordered the voice on the phone, "Time to dig! " My 
coveralls were forty miles, two trains, and a bus away. "Give me two hours - 
two hours to get home, Meyer.” "Aw right, but shake a leg - the siftin' box 
is gettin* restless." 

The heat of a summer afternoon lay on the city as I closed my Wall Street 
office and surrendered to New York City's transit system. Musing on where the 
evening would find Meyer and me evoked thoughts of an old tavern site in 
Bedford's cool hills and Pelham's breezy shores, replete with Dutch house 
foundations tucked away in the dunes. 

"Where we headed to?" I asked, as the Bucket-o-bolts which Meyer insists 
on calling his Lirm-o-zeen chugged south. "Don't worry bout it. If you had yer 
gear at the office, we'd be diggin’ now and gettin' more a those." He indicated 
a pile of former tube sox, now a rich, mottled brown and stuffed into a hole 
where the ash tray once was. One of the sox had some heft. Out tumbled ten 
or so coppers. "Gripes, Meyer, these need a bath. They're still covered with 
ash." "Yeh, and the good thing is that none of 'em are better than XF . " 

Meyer has the largest collection of truly worn coppers I've ever seen. When we 
were both young 'uns, I remember a busted half cent with a bad scratch cross 
her throat — Meyer had it in a box called "Sick Bay". The contents of the sox 
were all English coppers, circa 1750, except two — a badly beat— up Connecticut 
and a Fine North American token. "Hmm, where are we going?" 

An hour later, we find ourselves a block away from my office, ready to dig. 

New office towers are rising all around us. At our feet is a torn-up section 
of ancient street. A ditch ten feet deep has been cut for a new sewer. Its sides 
of ash and fill are studded with rusted old pipe and broken bottles, hundreds of 
'em - Black Glass Rums, they are, now thick with 200 years of patina. The two 
feet of water in the bottom of the ditch harbor a flotilla of fast -food containers 
and squadrons of mosquitos. With a last glance for colleagues whom I hope are 
elsewhere, we descend to the Stygian depths. The "water" looks like it could 
do a job on Krypton ite as it bubbles and gurgles around my hip boots, but we're 
in for a penny. 

With the first shovels full of glunk and ash plopping into Meyer's erstwhile 
sifter, the day ends around us as clouds of office workers clatter over the loose 
steel plates forming the roof of our growing burrow. Meyer's arms are a blur 
as 30 pounds of foul-looking stuff are magically reduced to a few clinkers and 
necks of broken bottles and a Jersey copper - dark it is, black as the muck of 
its prison, but free at last! Some quiet whooping lends wings to our arms as 
British regimental buttons, a scissors, some grape shot, an English half 
penny 1748, another 1733, more buttons and nails appear in the sifter. 

When good things are coming up, it's hard to take a break. However, the 
mosquitos, our airborne antagonists, have increased in numbers sufficient to 
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carry us off. A small, but growing, cloud of onlookers gather. Hard, black, 
twisted Italian cigars are brought into play, solving both problems and tasting 
marginally better than the ash which is now into everything. Getting back to 
work is not so easy - short skirts sashsaying past the holes in our roof have us 
doing a swivel-head act - but our task is rewarding. More English coppers - 
then an uncirculated Connecticut, well— preserved and crude as the dickens. 
Arms are getting heavy, loads lighter, our hole darker. We squat amidst the 
rubble of centuries-past and styrofoam-now while contemplating our trip home. 
Time to go - chunks of gunk falling around us. Whoa! a big one just misses 
Meyer, revealing a nice vein of old metal. "One last sift?" "Aw right, 
growls Meyer. Half an hour, three buttons, and a 1743 2-Real piece later, we 
roll out of the hole . 


Meyer's car resembles the hole. He likes it that way. As we clang and 
wheeze our way north, I wonder if the steel in my ball-peen hammer will be 
proof enough against the crust on my boots. I wonder if the Connecticut is an 
R7. I wonder when I'll ever have as happy a day again. "Me, too," allows 
Meyer. 

************* 


Bob Jessen, author of the above, enclosed this note with the article when he 
submitted it to P-W: 

"I'm a relatively late-date member of EAC (EAC #1854), but have 
been messing and digging for old bottles and coins for over thirty years. 
During that time, adventures took place, some of which are printable. 

I'm sending along a modest effort and hope that you can find some use 
for it. 


P.S. The final count from about five weeks of digging at the above 
Water Street site was 173 coppers, 14 silver coins, and a beat-up 
sovereign . " 


JOEL W. SPINGARN 1535 Forest Avenue Baldwin, NY 11510 

BOOKS FOR SALE - 


Sheldon - "Penny Whimsy" $26. 

Newcomb - "U.S. Copper Cents" 36. 
Loring - "Varieties U.S. L/C" 26. 
Kessler - "The Fugio Cents" 15. 

Cohen -"Amer. Half Cents"2nded. 26. 
E. Adams - "U.S. Store Cards" 10. 
Durst - "EAC Anthology" 32. 


Durst - "Comprehensive Guide to 

Amer. Colonial Coinage" 14. 


Low - "Hard Times Tokens $13. 

Maris - "Coins of NJ" 12. 

HCMiller - "State Coinage of CT" 12. 
P. Nelson - "Coinage of Wm. Wood" 5. 
H. Ryder - "Colonial Coins of VT" 8. 
H. Ryder - "Copper Coins of Mass." 4. 
Crosby - "Early Coins of Amer." 

(reprint) 36. 


Shipping charge - $2. for 1st book, 50$ for each additional book, sent UPS. 
Please supply address - no Box No. 


************* 


- 113 - 


XVI 1 1/1 01 


Observations of a Connecticut Yankee: 

DUTY - AN OPPORTUNITY OR A BOTHER? 

John G. Fettinger 

At noon-time on May 19, 1780, a great darkness settled over New England 
and there was panic among the populace. Most people had little knowledge about 
the phenomenon of a total eclipse, and they feared that the end of the world was at 
hand. In Hartford, Connecticut, a motion for adjournment was made in the State 
Senate so that the legislators might prepare to meet the Day of Judgment. This 
motion was opposed by Abraham Davenport, a selectman, judge, and advisor to 
George Washington. Said Davenport, "The Day of Judgment is either approaching 
or it is not. If it is not, there is no cause for adjournment. If it is, I choose to 
be found doing my duty. I wish, therefore, that candles may be brought." And 
thus, this Yankee stood his ground, determined if need be, to do his duty to the 
end. 

A bit melodramatic? Possibly, but duty had a very special meaning to these 
early patriots. The fight for liberty was still upon the land and the people 
recognized the need for a common defense against the King's tyranny. Today, we 
hear much about doing one's thing and taking care of 'Number One', but I believe 
that a sense of duty still survives. However, if this is true, particularly within 
EAC, an organization dedicated to the preservation of an important aspect of 
early Americana, where is the commitment of our membership? Perhaps I 
confuse duty with privilege, but when so few exercise the rights of membership, 
whose duty is it then to perform the necessary tasks which will insure the 
continued growth and progress of EAC? Is payment of annual dues to be regarded 
as the only membership responsibility? 

Consider, if you will, the poor attendance at meetings, how so few are willing 
to provide leadership, to vote in elections, submit articles to P-W, respond to 
important surveys, report new finds to the Condition Census records, or other- 
wise participate in EAC activities. Are these unfortunate circumstances just a 
momentary aberration or has indifference become the accepted alternative to 
involvement? Many of you have a great deal of knowledge and experience which 
would be of considerable interest to other members. I have seen some of your 
great collections and have heard your marvelous stories of yesteryear, but most 
important of all, I have been privileged to enjoy your friendship. It would be 
wonderful if you could share these gifts with all EAC members. 

OK, maybe 1 983 was just a bad year for you. First, your barn burned down 
soon after you got the hay in; and then your best cow went dry just as the price 
of milk went up. Next, your corn was ruined by the drought, and your son totaled 
your new car. Your champion field trial bitch became pregnant by a mongrel dog, 
and it now appears that your daughter has suffered a similar fate. However, 
don't become alarmed - we all have our little problems - and things could be 
worse! Suppose someone stole your collection of the early dates - now that would 
be real trouble! 

Before you suffer some serious mishap, why not become more involved in 
EAC? Attend your next regional meeting, volunteer to serve on a committee, 
submit an article to P-W, get your coins recorded in the Condition Census. 
Remember - you are EAC! It is time again for candles to be brought so that 
we may be found doing our duty. Why not do it today? After all, how much time 
does someone with your luck have left? See you soon - I hope! 

************* 
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THE VIRTUE OF PATIENCE 


R. D. Gjertson 

The value of patience has been mentioned many times in PENNY-WISE. 
Being a relatively new variety collector with a long want-list, I tend to rush into 
a purchase and pay more than I should. 

Recently, I had the opportunity to acquire 50 large cents for $150. from a 
local dealer. He was looking for a fast turn-over, and I graciously accepted his 
offer. The lot contained no duplicate dates, and I was happy to find out that it 
included 1 9 varieties which I needed for my collection. I was also able to 
upgrade 7 varieties. 

The highest-graded cent was an 1851 N-1 2 in AU50. This was followed by 
an 1857 N-1 in EF45. Twenty-eight of the 50 cents graded FI 2 or higher. 

Some of the rare cents contained in the lot were as follows: 


1 822 

N-1 3 

G4 

R7 

1 800 

S-1 95 

G6 

R6 

1 827 

N-1 0 

G5 

R6 

1 843 

N-7 

VF25 

R5 

1 836 

N-4 

VF35 

R4+ 

1 830 

N— 3 

VG7 

R4- 


There were 10 early date Sheldon cents grading G4 through FI 2. 

While I was quite pleased with my purchase, I am sure that most of you 
have had similar experiences. What was forcibly driven home to me was the 
virtue of patience. In one's rush to complete his collection, he tends to pick 
up a pseudo-investor attitude and to ’fill in the blanks'. Many of the lasting 
and joyful moments in coin collecting come to those who have the patience to 
wait and to dig out those opportunities which are all around us. I know that I 
will remember this purchase of mine long after many of the others are 
forgotten . 


Selling and Buying: Colonials, Half Cents, Large Cents and Literature 

pertaining to Early American Coppers. 

Especially need: Connecticut Coppers - Very Fine or better. 

N.J. Coppers - Choice Fine or better. 

Vermont Coppers - nice Fine or better. 

Fugio Cents by variety - Choice Fine or better. 

Send for free monthly list. 

HARRY J. RESCIGNO AMERICAN ROSE RARE COINS 

P.O. 215, Newfoundland, N.J. 07435 
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XVII 1/1 01 


AN OPEN LETTER TO EACers 


"December 22, 1983 

Dear Dr. Lapp: 

This letter is sent to you as editor of PENNY-WISE, but the letter is open 
to everyone and is for publication in P— W if you find it acceptable. 

What does it mean to be publishing the 100th issue of PENNY-WISE? As a 
bimonthly publication, this means that P-W has been published for almost 17 
years. That’s some tenure for a volunteer hobby publication - even more so for 
one which focuses on just a special spectrum within our hobby. There have been 
many other specialty groups which have been formed, only to falter after the 
initial excitement waned. 

What is it then which has enabled EAC and P-W to keep going this long, to 
reach this milestone, and probably to reach others in the years to come? 

Frankly, I do not know the answer, but I have a few guesses and some observa- 
tions which I'd like to share. 

EAC seems to be populated by people who favor collecting copper even more 
than the glitter of gold or the sparkle of silver. They do this, it seems, for the 
fun and scholarship involved - not that anyone in EAC has ever failed to make a 
profit from his collection — but the zest appears to come more from the desire 
to collect than for capital gain. 

EAC is fortunate to have so many outstanding members who are willing to 
share their knowledge. It has been my experience that other EACers have 
always been eager to answer my questions — somehow or other, they weren t 
'too busy' to do so. There have been many occasions when other members, even 
though they didn't know me or were unaware that I was a fellow EACer, 
gratuitously showed me things about coppers which have increased my enjoyment 
of the hobby. 

In every issue of P-W, the most respected names in our branch of the hobby 
happily share their knowledge with us. By the way, the next time that you get 
the chance, look at the list of contributors to the RED BOOK or any other widely 
used numismatic guide — you'll be surprised at how many names you'll 
recognize as being EAC members. It has always been EAC's good fortune to have 
such excellent people who edit, print, and mail P-W as well as those who 
organize our meetings and sales. 

Anyone who has attended an EAC gathering, be it of national dimension or on 
a smaller scale, whether he be a member, guest, or just an interested observer, 
has been lucky indeed, because he has shared in the love, magic, and fellowship 
which eludes many collectors who know only the hustle and bustle of the bourse 
or the big money 'investment' promoters. 

What I am trying to say is that we in EAC have a cadre of drones who sustain 
us — yet to them it is a labor of love. To each of you, I say Please stand up 
and take a bow, and thank you. " 

Since the day that I joined EAC, the membership has more than tripled, 
and each issue of P-W seems to be bigger and better than the one before it. That 
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isn’t too bad a record for just some old coppers. It would be lovely if we could 
be sure that EAC will continue always to grow and to improve, but that is one 
sad fact which we must face . 

I wish that every member of EAC could live to be 120, each with a healthy 
body, an active mind, and bright red coppers. Unfortunately, a number of 
EAC's founders are no longer with us; and, as far as I know, all current 
members are mortal. This means that we must continue to seek and welcome 
new members, teach them what we have learned, and appreciate the contribu 
tions which they will make in the future. 

I’m willing to bet that every EACer knows something about coppers which 
the rest of us do not. If each of us would just put that special spark, that 
terrific tidbit, that personal perspective which only he has, down on paper and 
send it to P-W, we’d have enough material on hand for another hundred issues! 

On to P-W 200 ! 

Sincerely, 

Mike Batkin" 

************* 

CONFESSIONS REVISITED 
Michael W. McNaney 

New EAC members need to be informed. Long-time EAC members 
already are informed of how fortunate we are to have intelligent, dedicated 
EACers who are anxious to share their knowledge with us. My own personal 
experience has been confined to discussions and correspondence with Del 
Bland, Denis Loring, and the late Ray Chatham. They have all proven to be 
helpful, informative, and, at the very least, interesting. 

However, I am here to bury Caesar, not to praise him. This interment is 
one of dispelling any thoughts hinting at a lack of appreciation of interest in 
coppers implied by my lament in the historic issue P-W 99. Au contraire! My 
search for VF Classic Head cents continues in unabated passion and was 
recently rewarded by a successful bid in an auction held by Bowers & Merena. 
Yes, I am back at the auction window, primarily because I have not been able to 
find one suitable piece for my collection despite the hundreds of coin shows that 
I have attended. 

Denis' comments regarding the grades of my coins smarts a tad, but does 
not go unappreciated. His expertise during the same period of my other 
acquisitions kept me from buying a supposed "fifth finest known" S-286 from 
a noted PNG member. The cost was a mere $2,400. and the money was 
hastily returned along with an unrequested letter of apology. But if it hadn't 
been for Denis’ listing of Condition Census coins and his desire to see my piece, 
I would have invested again in a cent scientifically improved to a marvelous 
finish. To this day, I look for insurance tokens whenever possible for Denis' 
collection to express my gratitude. 

I remain in a "good-humoredly" frame of mind regarding my losses. 
Fortunately, gains along the way have more than offset the losses. I am also 
pleased that Richard Kurtz and Harry Salyards took the time to comment on 
my article. That kind of concern is what makes my EAC membership the most 
important one on my list. 

************* 
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IN DEFENSE OF COIN AUCTIONS 


Ron Guth 

Michael McNaney's article "Confessions of a Classic Head Collector" which 
appeared in the November issue of PENNY-WISE told of his experience in the 
buying and selling of coins at auction. Likewise, it contained some opinions 
which, based on Mr. McNaney's experience, are understandable; but these 
opinions need also to be addressed from a different point of view. 

First of all, when buying coins at auction, one can readily expect to pay more 
for a given coin than if the coin were purchased through some other source and 
without the direct competition of an auction setting. Some collectors don't mind 
this fact of life. Maybe they feel comfortable knowing that there is an under- 
bidder right behind them who is willing to pay just a little bit less than they are. 
However, it is important to know who your undei — bidder is - it could be the 
owner of the coin who is trying to protect his lot, or it could be a mail bidder 
who hasn't had the benefit of viewing the coin 'in the flesh' and who is making a 
value judgment based on his expectations of the coin's condition. Two rabid 
collectors bidding against each other also can do phenomenal things to a realized 
price. Still other people may feel secure with the grade that an auction company 
assigns to a coin, thinking (blindly) that if the grade is what they say it is, then 
that is what it must be. Any purchase regardless of its source should be checked 
out by a reputable expert, especially if the purchase involves any significant sum 
of money. 

Secondly, as far as auction descriptions go, the responsibility of the auction 
company is to the consignor in all cases. Morally and ethically, one is obligated 
to a large degree to grade his coins properly; but since grading involves 
opinions, who is really right anyway? An auction company's main concern is to 
attract consignments and to achieve the highest possible price for each lot. An 
auction company acts as the agent for the consignor; and if it were to undei — 
grade, under-describe, under- photograph, or under-whatever the coins entrusted 
to it, then the auction company no longer would have the collector's confidence. 
Flowery descriptions, fancy catalogues, and sharp photography are what attract 
buyers, so an auction company should not be faulted for attempting to ensure its 
survival. On the other hand, the collector who does not protect himself by learn- 
ing the true values of specific coins before buying them or who does not seek 
professional help in doing so can look to no one but himself for comfort. This is 
one reason why mail bidders have a return privilege and floor bidders do not. 

Mail bidders have not had the benefit of visually verifying the grade of a coin until 
after they have bought it - if it doesn't meet their reasonable expectations, they 
can return it. On the other hand, floor bidders by their physical presence at a 
sale are assumed to have viewed each coin that they are bidding on and they are 
assumed to be fully aware of the coin's condition. 

Finally, one must reckon also with auction timing. Anyone who bought coins 
in 1 980 and 1 981 and then sold them in 1 982 or 1 983 will tell you of their miser- 
able losses. Trade dollars in Gem Proof went from a high of $15,000. in 1980-81 
to a low of $3,500. in 1 982. And look at what some of the Garrett coins have 
done! Auction companies do not set the market - rather, they are affected by it, 
just as Mr. McNaney was. Although Mr. McNaney's experience was disappointing, 
it should not be viewed as a typical event, nor should it be taken out of its 
historical context. Since the 1850's, the auction method has been the preferred 
one for selling coin collections and estates, and it will continue to be so because 
of the effective, productive results that it achieves. Auctions can (and do) work! 
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January 19, 1984 "One question - I sent you an article on grading - 
mailed it in mid-December. It's not in the 100th issue, nor did you mention it 
as being held for P-W 101 . Did you ever get it? DWL" 

January 23, 1984 "No. Even searched through the Christmas cards, just 
in case that it had gotten misplaced. Sorry - not there! WAL" 

January 30, 1 984 "Mystery of the grading article solved - I forgot to put 
a stamp on the envelope and the thing just came back today . Anyway, here's 
something for P-W 101 . DWL" 

SHARPNESS ALONE DOTH NOT AN XF MAKE 

or 

GRADING THE SHELDON WAY 
Denis W. Loring 

This article is being written in response to Jack Cunningham's article in 
the November P-W and to add one more collector's opinion to the 'Great 
Grading Controversy' . I was taught grading (those who claim that I've totally 
forgotten how can go watch TV) up in Dr. Sheldon's apartment at 790 
Riverside Drive, Manhattan, when the Good Doctor took out his collection, 
walked over to a sun-filled window, and said, "Come here, son, and let me 
show you how to grade a large cent." 

The key to grading lies in its definition: "the degree of deterioration a 

coin has undergone since it left the dies." Thus, if a freshly minted cent is 
MS70 and then picks up a scratch, it is no longer MS70 - it has deteriorated 
from its newly minted state. On the other hand, a weakly struck MS70 cent 
is still MS70, though it might bring a far lower price than its well-struck 
twin. That's a matter of value, not grade. After all, not every 1 carat 
flawless diamond brings the same price. Esthetics and personal taste do play 
a role - in the last analysis, they are the only true determinants of value. 

Back to grading. There are three components to the grade of an early 
copper: sharpness, surface, and color. Sharpness refers to the degree of 
wear that a coin has received - how much of the detail remains? Sharpness 
can usually be measured with a fair degree of precision - the ANA GRADING 
GUIDE helps with both words and pictures. 

Unfortunately, many collectors and most dealers stop there. If a coin has 
XF40 sharpness, then it's XF. The porosity, edge nicks, and scratches come 
free. Sorry, fellas, it doesn't work that way. If a coin with 40 -sharpness is 
to be assigned a net grade of XF40, the surfaces and color must be consistent 
with that grade. Evaluating surface and color is always more or less 
subjective, and can be damn hard. Very briefly: 

Sharpness 1-15: surfaces and color are of secondary importance. A 

VG8 with some minor nicks might still be VG8; a uniformly granular FI 2 
might go to VG10. Obviously, an AG3 can stand more defects than an FI 5. 
Generally, though, at these levels, sharpness predominates. 
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Sharpness 20—45: surfaces are critical, color somewhat less so. For a 

coin of VF or XF sharpness to be accorded that grade, the surfaces must be 
’nice'. A 'VF but porous* cent simply isn't VF. Whether it is Fine or VG 
(or Good or Fair) depends on the extent and degree of porosity, and here's where 
things get subjective. The principle, though, is crystal-clear; a VF or XF cent 
must have surfaces consistent with the grade. 

Sharpness 50 or better: color is the key. Any but the most trivial surface 

defect simply knock the coin out of the AU class. 

So where are we? The grade of a cent reflects much more than its sharp- 
ness, but stops short of being a perfectly accurate measure of value. Either of 
these extremes would make grading much easier, but neither is the case. 

Grading has both objective and subjective components. Grading is part-science 
and part-art, and it will always be one of the most fascinating, sometimes 
frustrating, aspects of our hobby. 

************* 

A fantastic bargain 

Robert L. Grissinger 

In a recent phone conversation that I had with John Ashby, discussion was 
centered around an 1807/6 S-272 large cent which I had discovered in a newly 
purchased large cent collection. John suggested that I inform you of this and 
any other finds in the collection, as I had just started to attribute these coins. 

I had purchased this 76— piece collection in November, 1983. It had all the 
dates except the 1799 cent. The coins grade from Fr2 to AU50. The previous 
owner had started the collection back in the 1940's, and he indicated that a good 
many of the coins had been purchased for about a dollar each. It would be nice 
to be able to buy at those prices today. 

Anyway, the 1793 Wreath cent S-9 is a nice coin, but somewhat pitted. I 
graded it G6 although it was originally purchased at auction as VG8. The 1804 
grades FI 2, but it is porous and has the heavy rim break at 1 o'clock. When I 
completed the attribution of this collection, I thought it was quite unusual to 
note that 19 coins were R3 or better. Following are the rarities which I found: 


1 807/6 

S-272 

VG8 

R6 

1 800 

S-209 

G4 

R5 

1 817 

N-1 7 

FI 2 

R5 looks like it was bronzed 

1 829 

N-4 

G6 

R5 

1 849 

N-1 5 

VG8 

R5 

1 830 

N-3 

G4 

R4 

1 847 

N-30 

VG8 

R4 

When the time 

permits. 

I have another collection to attribute which I 


purchased in 1982. The collection totals 119 pieces and the dates extend from 
1 800 to 1 857. This collection had been started in the 1 940's also. Hopefully, 
it might yield a surprise or two. 

************* 
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U.S. LARGE CENTS - ALPHA AND OMEGA 

Donn Pearlman, NLG 
John D. Wright, NLG 

The following is a transcript of two radio interviews of John D. Wright by 

Donn Pearlman. The interviews took place at a Milwaukee coin show in July, 

1983 and were aired on WBBM Radio 78, Chicago, on August 13 and 20, 1983. 

PEARLMAN: It was 190 years ago when the United States began producing its 

first regular issue coins, an important event in the early history of the 
former colonies. But the results produced a public outcry. This is Coin 
Collector's Corner. Hello, I'm Donn Pearlman. 

In 1798, the U.S. Mint in Philadelphia began striking one cent pieces. 
These were much bigger than our present day pennies. They're actually a 
little larger in diameter and about twice the weight of our modern quarter 
dollars. These big copper coins had a design on the back that was so 
controversial the Mint had to change it. Around the words ONE CENT 
was the linking ring design, 15 links on a chain to symbolize the unity of 
the then 15 states. But, according to early American copper coinage 
expert John Wright of St. Joseph, Michigan, these so-called chain cents 
created a public outcry. 

WRIGHT: The chain was a total disaster. They only made them for 12 days, 

March 1 to March 12. They struck about 36,000 of them and distributed 
them around the striking city, Philadelphia. When these chain cents hit the 
streets, people who - remember, this is very shortly after the 
Revolutionary War and these people are already highly incensed, anti- 
British, super freedom and all of this, and 'we have won our freedom and 
independence' and here comes the first national coin out and it's got a chain 
on the back of it - said "Hey, this isn't too cool for liberty", not thinking 
that the 1 5-link chain would represent the unity of the 1 5 states at the time. 
No, the first design was not well accepted at all. When the design was 
changed, the cents circulated fairly freely, but only within a rather narrow 
geographic region — the population centers on the east coast. 

PEARLMAN: John Wright explains that the controversial chain design was 

quickly changed to a floral wreath. Chain cents are very rare. Even in 
worn condition, they sell for $1 ,000. or more; and a superb quality 
specimen sold a few years ago at auction for $100,000. Next week at this 
time copper coin expert John Wright explains why the U.S. government 
produced one cent pieces that were larger than our present day quarter 
dollars . 

PEARLMAN: From 1793 until 1857, the United States Mint struck pennies that 

were larger and heavier than our present day quarter dollars. Eventually, 
the Mint began producing much smaller one cent pieces because of inflation. 

WRIGHT: They made them smaller starting in 1857 because, little by little 

over the years, the price of copper had gone up enough to where it was 
costing them something like $1 .03 to $1 .06 a hundred to make the things. 

PEARLMAN: This is Coin Collector's Corner. Hello, I'm Donn Pearlman, and 

that was early American copper coin expert John Wright of St. Joseph, 
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Michigan. The first regular issue coins struck by the young U.S. govern- 
ment back in 1793 were big copper one cent pieces. Wright says they 
produced them big to resemble the copper coins that freely c irculated before 
and just after the American Revolution - big British half pennies and pieces 
struck by New York, New Jersey, Massachusetts, Vermont, and Connecticut. 
But what happened when the Mint stopped making big coins and started 
producing smaller sized cents similar to the ones we have now? I asked John 
Wright if the public accepted these new coins in 1857 or if they were rejected 
just like the 1979 Susan B. Anthony dollars. 

WRIGHT: They had their big publicity ploy such as they had on the Susan B. 

Anthony fiasco. They came out with a new composition. They started the 
copper-nickel cents, which were a white cent, similar to our dimes now. 
They were much thicker than today's small cents but they were the same 
diameter as our small cents. They drastically changed the size, they made 
the color different, and they also passed a law which gave them an edge that 
they hadn't had before. Until 1857, cents, minor coinages, were not legal 
tender, which says anybody could , and occasionally people did, refuse them 
for payment. They were not obligated by law to accept these for payment. 
Starting with the small cents, with the flying eagle cents in 1857, they said, 
"All right. Bring in your old copper cents until such and such a date. We'll 
redeem them at face value and we'll give you the new legal tender coins for 
them" - which is an edge we don't have today. So these were reasonably 
well accepted at the time. 

PEARLMAN: A few more thoughts for your pennies. The one cent pieces struck 

today are actually made of zinc, with only a copper coating. This has been 
Coin Collector's Corner. I'm Donn Pearlman, News Radio 78. 




The. EACer 
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KUDOS TO P-W FROM CW 


William T. Gibbs, a member of the Editorial Staff at COIN WORLD, 
offered a special compliment to PENNY— WISE 1 00 and to E'AG in an editorial 
which appeared in COIN WORLD’S February 1st issue (page 4). Margo Russell, 
COIN WORLD’S Editor, has graciously permitted us to reprint the editorial in 
P— W, for which P— W and EAC wish to thank Margo, Mr. Gibbs, and COIN 
WORLD for allowing us to do so. We think that you’ll enjoy reading Mr. Gibb’s 
comments if you haven’t done so already. 


‘Penny- Wise’ 100th a triumph 


The Early American Coppers Club 
celebrated a 100th anniversary in Jan- 
uary, no mean feat for a club founded 
18 years ago in the summer of 1967. 


Editorial 


How did the club circumvent time 
and accomplish this event? By publish- 
ing the 100th consecutive issue of the 
best numismatic publication printed by 
any club, association or society, bar 
none in my opinion — Penny-Wise. 

The 100th issue of Penny-Wise is a 
milestone in the annals of numismatic 
club publications, and a triumph for se- 
rious numismatic researchers every- 
where, whether or not they collect the 
specialties of members — half cents, 
Large cents, Colonial coppers and 


Hard Times tokens. Forty-one contrib- 
utors have filled its 96 pages with the 
quality of articles, personal recollec- 
tions, analyses and other features that 
EACers — as members have come to 
call themselves — have grown to ex- 
pect. 

Ironically, the three co-editors of the 
Sept. 15, 1967, first issue of Penny-Wise 
— Herbert A. Silberman, Warren A. 
Lapp and William J. Parks — won- 
dered whether there would be a sec- 
ond issue. “This is the first issue of 
Penny-Wise,” they wrote 18 years ago. 
“Whether it survives beyond this issue 
depends upon you, the readers, most of 
whom are members of a correspond- 
ence club in numismatics, the Early 
American Coppers.” 

Survive it did, and grow, from a 9- 
page first issue to a 96-page 100th is- 


sue. Survive it did because of contribu- 
tors like those three co-editors, all of 
whom are featured in the 100th issue. 
Lapp remains editor, which must be 
close to a record for any club publica- 
tion editor. 

EACers are “numismatists’ nu- 
mismatists.” Original research is im- 
portant to them, and the sharing of in- 
formation with fellow collectors is 
commonplace. 

There are better looking club publi- 
cations, and those more professionally 
polished. But to me, no numismatic 
club publication comes close to match- 
ing the wealth of specialized informa- 
tion and numismatic treasures found in 
each bimonthly issue of Penny-Wise. 

Trumpets and flourishes, EACers. 
Trumpets and flourishes. Here’s to 
your next 100 issues. — W.T.G. 


P-W expresses its many thanks to Mr. William T. Gibbs for his laudatory 
remarks. The staff of COIN WORLD and Margo Russell, COIN WORLD’S 
editor, have been most generous in their support of P-W and EAC during the 
past 18 years, and we at P-W deeply appreciate their kindnesses. 


COUNTERSTAMPED LARGE CENTS WANTED 
For Personal Collection 

Desire large cents, any dates, counterstamped with names or logotypes 
(not stray marks or initials), including the oft-seen VOTE THE LAND 
FREE, Devins & Bolton, Dr. G. G. Wilkins, etc. Describe and price - 
or just ship with an invoice to my personal attention. I will pay 
promptly for all items purchased and will return postpaid any items not 
desired. Thank you very much. 

DAVE BOWERS 
P. O. Box 1 224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 
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EAC #747- PAUL PADGET - 2200 VICTORY PKWY, CINCINNATI, OHIO 45206 - (513) 861-5506 Days 


Toward a rational shorthand of describing copper : Most of you know by now that the value 

of early copper is "in the planchet and color"; a VG10 on a smooth light brown planchet may 
be more desirable than an EF40 which is dark, porous, and corroded. In an effort to des- 
cribe these factors accurately, we are using a notation as follows: 


Color 


Adverb 


Adjective 


LB = Light Brown 
ME = Medium Brown 
DB = Dark Brown 
BB = Brown Black 
BL = Black 

(XT) = "Two Tone" meaning good 


L = Lightly 
M = Moderately 
Q = Quite 
H = Heavily 
V = Very 

contrast of devices with 


S = Smooth 
P = Porous 
NP - Non-porous 
G = Grainy 
C = Corroded 
field 


Under this system, we grade wear by an absolute (ANA-ish) standard, then describe 
problems; the overall "value grade" we ascribe is best described by the $ figure 
right column! 


plan/ color/ 
in the far 


Now we'd like to think that every coin in this list is LB, S&NP wouldn't we? Of course, they 

are not but at least it would be nice to know what you're ordering. Your comments on 

this system will be appreciated — especially if you have seen the coin(s) we have described! 


R (If Ob v/ Rev 
3 or Absolute 


Year 

S/N// Above) 

Grade 

Color 

>93 

S10 

_ 

2+/ 3 

DB 

-94 

S20 

- 

3/2- 

DB-BL 

>94 

S22 

- 

25/20 

MB-DB(TT) 

>94 

S22 

- 

10/8 

DB-BB(TT) 

>94 

S24 

- 

15/12 

MB 

'94 

S26 

- 

15/15 

LB-DB(TT) 

'94 

S26 

- 

10/10 

DB-BB 

'94 

S46 

R3 

6/8 

MB-DB(TT) 

'94 

S56 

R3 

15/12 

MB-DB 

'94 

S57 

- 

25/20 

MB-DB(TT) 

'94 

S59 

R3- 

15/15 

DB 

'94 

S60 

R3 

12/8 

MB-DB (TT) 

'94 

S61 

R4 

10/8 

MB-DB (TT) 

'94 

S61 

R4 

15/12 

DB-BB 

'94 

S65 

- 

15/10 

LB-MB(TT) 

'94 

S71 

- 

12/12 

BB 

'94 

S71 

- 

8/6 

LMB 

'95 

S74LE 

R4 

6/3+ 

DB-BB 

'95 

S75LE 

- 

8/6 

MB-DB (TT) 

'96 

S89 

R3 

8/4 

LB-BB(TT) 

'97 

S 12 lb 

R3 

8/3 

DB-BL 

'97 

S137 

R3 

8/8 

DB 

'98 

S148 

- 

6/4 

MB-DB 

'98 

S153 

R4- 

15/12 

MB-DB (TT) 

’98 

S157 

- 

20/20 

BL 

’98 

S163 

R5- 

12/8 

MB-DB (TT) 

'98 

S163 

R5- 

8/8 

DB-BL 

'98 

S172 

- 

12/10 

MDB 

'98 

S173 

R3- 

10+/ 12 

MB-DB 

'98 

S174 

- 

12/12 

DB-BL 

'98 

S 178 

- 

10+/ 10 

DB-BB 

'98 

S181 

R4 

12+/ 8 

MB-DB (TT) 


Planchet and Comments 


Price 


VP&C 20% date & Liberty, 80% Rev. Good filler. 

VP , VLC. Reverse about gone. No damage! 

MG Obv., LC Rev. (Well blended) 

LP; No C. Sunken die Rev. Some very old scratches. 
MP&LG. No damage. Nice overall appearance. 

MG; Minor rim dents. 

MP. Well balanced for grade. No problems. 

LG&P . Good strike and no damage or problems. 

LG Obv., LC Rev. which may be rusty dies. 

MG, LC Rev.; Rim flaw K3 & Minor rim nicks K10,K12. 
QP&G. Ancient cleaner toned back & looks decent. 

QG & Rev. HC.’ Obv. bold and clear. 

MG. Nice looking two-tone contrast. 

Mostly S&NP. Some very old, well-blended minor nks. 
LG&P. Nice two-tone; good plan for grade. 

Obv. LG, Rev. MC. Sm.mark neck. No dmg.Rev.MC Bind. 
Mostly S&NP. A few scattered marks. Nice plan! 
MP&C.Rev. all there but faint. Some old It. serfs. 
LP&G. Decent plan for grade. No damage. 

VLP . Nice plan for grade. Small rim nick K7 Rev. 

LP. Obv. bold. Rev. 40% and has old scratches. 

LP. Usual die swelling Rev. No damage. 

LP. Rim cud very bold. Minor marks. Nice for grade. 
MP&LG. Rim cud very bold. Minor marks mostly Rev. 

QG. High "grade" but dark & grainy. No damage. 
MP&VLC . Rather nice looking coin. 

VLP, VLC. Nicer plan than above. Some old lt.scr's. 

MG. "MG" is very heavy, p'atination. No damage. 

SNP ; MC Rev. Exc. plan. Nice coin excepting MC Rev. 
LP,LC. "LC" is some small spots. Rim nks. K10 Obv. 
LP , LC. Some small pits Reverse. 

MP. A patch of pitting Obv. field. "Not bad". 


$145. 

225. 

275. 

125. 

245. 

145. 

165. 

135. 

195. 

165. 

195. 

95. 

195. 

275. 

235. 

145. 

135. 

110 . 

165. 

145. 

45. 

85. 

75. 

175. 

65. 

135. 

125. 

65. 

95. 

65. 

48. 

125. 
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PAUL PADGET 


2200 VICTORY PKWY, CINCINNATI, OHIO 45206 - (513) 861 5506 Days 


R (If 
3 or 


Year S/N # Above) 


'98 

S185 

— 

'99 

S189 

- 

'00/79 

S190 

R3 

'00 

S203 

R3- 

'00 

S207 

R4- 

'00 

S208 

R3 

'01 

S213 

R3 

'02 

S231 

- 

'02 

S232 

- 

'02 

S233 

R3+ 

'02 

S236 

- 

'02 

S239 

R3 

'03 

S246 

R4 

'03 

S247 

R3 

'03 

S247 

R3 

'03 

S249 

R3- 

'03 

S249 

R3- 

'03 

S250 

R3 

'03 

S251 

- 

'03 

S253 

- 

'03 

S254 

- 

'03 

S254 

- 

'03 

S255 

- 

'03 

S256 

R3 

'03 

S256 

R3 

'03 

S257 

R3- 

'03 

S258 

- 

'03 

S26 1 

R3 

'03 

S261 

R3 

'03 

S265 

R4 

'04 

S266 

- 

'04 

Restrike 

'05 

S267 

- 

'06 

S270 

- 

'07/6 

S273 

- 


Obv/Rev 

Absolute 


Grade 

Color 

12/15 

MB-DB 

10/10 

MB-DB 

12/12 

MB-DB (TT) 

8/6 

MB-BL 

20/20 

DB-BL 

10+/ 10 

BB-BL 

10/12 

BB 

12/15 

MB 

10/10 

MB-BB(TT) 

12/12 

MB-DB 

10+/ 12. 

MB-DB 

30+/ 30 

MB-BB(TT) 

15+/ 20 

MB-BB 

10/12 

MB 

15/15 

MLB 

10/12 

LB-MB 

15+/ 15 

MB-DB 

12/12 

MB-BB 

12/15+ 

MB-DB 

15/25 

MB 

25/25 

BB 

12/15 

LMB 

10+/ 12 

MB 

25/20 

MB-DB (TT) 

12/15 

MB 

12/12 

DB 

30/30+ 

DB-BL (TT) 

30/30 

LMB 

12/15+ 

MB-DB (TT) 

8/8 

MB-DB (TT) 

10/10 

DB 

55/55 

- 

10/12 

LMB 

12/15 

MB-DB (TT) 

12/12 

MB-BL 


Planchet and Com ments 

VLP. Very nice plan & color. 3mm dig Rev. field. 
L to MP no C, not G. Minor marks only. Quite nice. 

LP. Some old It. scratches & pitting. Decent. 
LP&VLC. Very acceptable plan for price. 

MG. Plan is still reflective. 

LG. Darkish but pretty nice. No damage. 


Price 

$115. 

1375. 

115. 

48. 

115. 

62. 


MC Obv., VSP Rev. Diagnostics very bold. Decent coin. 48. 

' .... . ii t j. I „ A Q 


LP Obv., LC Rev. Old "Pinpoint" ptg. Rev. Lt.scr's. 
No P,G,C. Outstanding plan for grade! 

VLP. Very minor marks. Plan quite nice. 

SNP Obv, VLP Rev. Really clean plan for this grade. 
MG&P . Sharp coin at 12", break very bold. 

VLP, VLG. Very respectable coin. 

VLP Obv, SNP Rev. A bit marky Obv. but not serious. 
Old Burnish to remove face mark; natural toneback. 
VLP. Marky, but not inconsistent with grade. 

VLP Obv, VLC Rev. Some old well hidden scr's Rev. 

LP Obv, LC Rev. Overall nicer than it sounds. 

SNP. Some minor mks & scr's. Still nice. Early die st. 
SNP. Irridescent reflective planchet. 

MG. Very It. old scr's; graininess halves value. 
Very minor mks. Lovely plan (no P,G, or C) . 

S&NP , very light marks & scratches. 

S&NP Obv, some old C & Scr's Rev. Nice overall. 

LP, no C, G, or damage. 

LP, some faint old scr's; nice irridescence . 

S&NP, very reflective and good looking. 

LP , LC. Mottled toning; a bit marky. 

Mostly S&NP, light marks. Very nice planchet. 

LP, minor marks. ("Lg. Date, Lg. Fraction") 

Mostly NP; no C, G, or damage. INS Papers. Nice! 
With most of its "original red". 

S&NP, a few light marks only. 

S&NP, reflective. Old scratches Rev. 

LP Obv, LC Rev. Overall respectable. 


48. 

175. 

125 

95 

145 

195 

65 

48 

65 

145 

85 

85 

145 

75 

115 

72 

135 

115 

85 

245 

95 

115 

145 

785 

345 

125 

115 

115 


WE VERY MUCH REGRET THAT WE WILL NOT BE ABLE 
TO ATTEND THE EAC CONVENTION, SO PLEASE ORDER 
FROM THIS AD OR SEE US AT SHOWS IN OUR AREA. 


PLEASE READ BEFORE ORDERING ! 

1) Multiple Discounts: Take an additional 2% discount for each coin ordered, 2 or 

more (up to 5 coins, maximum 10%). Example: 4 coins take 8%, etc. Discount applies 

to coins which stay sold, not just ordered. 

2) Personal checks okay on EAC Members (state your number please) . Visa and MC are also 
accepted but on orders over $100 only . 

3) Seven day return privilege on this list (only), and it is also our policy not to cash 
checks or process charges until the seven days are up. 

4) If our "Days Only" hours are inconvenient to you, leave an evening number - and best 
time - where we can get back to you. 

PAUL PADGET - 2200 VICTORY PKWY, CINCINNATI, OHIO 45206 - (513) 861-5506 Days 

EAC #747 
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EAC LIBRARY REPORT 


Mabel Ann Wright 

EAC maintains a lending library of reference materials which are pertinent 
to EAC interests. The library is subsidized by dues only to the extent of 
occasional purchases. Most of the material has been donated by members or ex- 
members of EAC. Thank you for all donations. 

Thirty-day loans are available to all current members. When you request a 
loan, please supply your name, address for mailing, telephone number, EAC 
number, and a check (payable to Mabel Ann Wright) for $3. for small orders, 

$5. for large orders, to cover postage and insurance. At the end of thirty days, 
the borrower must return the material at his/her own expense. The borrower is 
responsible for taking good care of the material borrowed. 

Requests should be sent to: EAC Library 

1 468 Timberlane Drive 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 

Recent additions to the Library include two sets of color photographs of the 
Loring collection of 1 794 cents and two copies of the softbound book by ANACS, 
COUNTERFEIT DETECTION, a reprint from "The Numismatist". 

The Library contains the most significant large cent auction catalogues from 
1945 to date, many half cent and Colonial auction catalogues, PENNY-WISE 1967 
to date, "The Colonial Newsletter" i960 to date, "The Numismatist" 1948 to date 
(mostly complete), "Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine", and color slide type sets, 
mostly large cents. 

Book List 

American Colonial History, illustrated by Contemporary Medals , Betts 
American Half Cents , Roger S. Cohen, Jr. 

A merican Half Cents , second edition, Roger S. Cohen, Jr. 

Ameri can political Badges a nd Medalets 1789-1892, Sullivan 
Attribution Articles 1816-1839 » John D. Wright, soft cover 
A Bibliography of American Numismati c Auction C atalogues 1828-I875 t Attinelli 
T he Cents of the United Stat es, Francis Doughty 

Cleaning and Preservation of Coins and Medals , published by Durst 

Cleaning Coins , Clyde D. Mervis, Hewitt* s Numismatic Information Series, softbound 

Coinage of the Americas , ANS 

Co mprehensive Guide to American Colonial Coin age, Durst 

Counterfeiting in Co loni a l America , Scott 

Early American Cents , William H, Sheldon 

Early Coins of America , Sylvester S. Crosby 

The Early Paper Money of America , Eric P. Newman 

.-Adgms^Plate s of Lyman H. Low* s_H^dJTimesJ^kgM 
The Fantastic 1804 Dollar , Newman and Bressett 

A Guide Book of United States Coins (the Redbook), R.S. Yeoman, several years 
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Hard Tiroes Tokens, Russell RtQ.au, softbound 


Har d Times Tokens , second edition, Russell RtQ.au, softbound 
High Profits from Rare Coin Investment , Q. David Bowers 
His tory of the First United States Mint , Frank Stewart 

The H istory of United States Coinage , as illustrated by the Garrett Collection, 

Q. David Bowers 

T he Identification of the Feuchtwanger Cents, Low 120 , James T. Koutsoures 
Illustrat e d History of the United States Mint , Evans 

Mat ure Head United States Copper Cents 1843-1857 . Jules Reiver, softbound 
Monographs on Varieties of United States Large Cents 1793-1794 , edited by John W. Adams 
Monographs on Varieties of United States Large Cents 1795-18 03, edited by Denis W. Lori: 
Penny Whimsy , William H. Sheldon 

A Register of Half Dollar Die Varieties and sub-varieties , Beistle 
Selections * The Numismatist * Miscellaneous , AKA 
Selections * The Numismatist * U.S. Coins , ANA 
1794 Large Cents , Tom Morley 

1794 Large Cents , updated, Tom Morley, softbound 
The Silver Coinage of Massachusetts , Sydney P, Noe 

Silver Coinages of the Philadelphia Mint 1794-1916 , Walter Breen, The Coin 
Collector’s journal, softbound 

Struck Copies of Early American Coins , Richard D. Kenney, The Coin Collector’s 
Journal, softbound 

Studies on Money in Early America , ANS 
United States Cents & Half Cents , Fro s sard 
United States Copper Cents 1816-1857 , Howard R. Newcomb 
T he Unite d States Half Cents , Gilbert 

United States Half Cents , Theodore J. Venn, 1916, Xerox copy 

United States Large Cents 1793-1857 , anthology by Warren Lapp & Herbert Silberman 

The United States Minor Coinages 1793-1916 , Walter Breen, The Coin Collector’s 
Journal, softbound 

The U. S. Mint and Coinage , Don Taxay 


The above report will be submitted to the Board of Directors at its meeting 
to be held during EAC *84. The Treasurer’s Report by John Wright, usually 
carried in the March P-W, and the Report of P-W’s Editor will also be 
submitted to the Board of Directors at its EAC '84 meeting. The reports will 
be printed as submitted in the May issue of P-W. 
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TETT’S TESTER 


R. Tettenhorst 

You are holding in your hand an early American copper coin with the following 
characte r ist ics : 

1 . It is double-struck on the obverse, with the second strike clear, 
strong, and showing only moderate wear. It grades EF40. 

2. A substantial amount of the first obverse strike still shows, and 
there is approximately 60 degrees of rotation between the two obverse 
images. 

3. The reverse shows only one strike, which is clear and complete, 
and it also grades EF40. There is no trace of an earlier strike on 
the reverse . 

You wonder how this could have happened. It is theoretically possible that a 
second reverse strike could have been in perfect registry with the first strike or 
could have obliterated the first strike. However, it seems unlikely to you that 
no trace of the understrike would remain, particularly considering the substantial 
amount of the first strike that remains on the obverse. 

After some thought, you realize that there are at least two different circum- 
stances which could have produced a coin with a double strike on one side and only 
a single strike on the other. You have seen other coins which show that both 
circumstances have actually occurred. 

TESTER: 

1 . What ARE the two different sequences of events which produced 
such coins? 

2. How can you EASILY and INSTANTLY determine which of the 
two different circumstances actually produced the particular coin 
which you are holding? 

The answers will be given during an illustrated talk at the EAC convention 
in San Mateo. 

All EACers are invited to send their answers in advance to: 

R . T ettenhorst 
P. O. Box 9252 
Richmond Heights, MO 63117 

or deliver them at the convention. 

The names of all those giving the correct answers to one or both will be 
submitted to P-W for publication in a future issue. Since EACers are such 
creative thinkers, it would be no surprise if someone comes up with a third 
circumstance, which is also known to have occurred! 

************* 
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NEW CANDIDATES FOR EAC MEMBERSHIP 


The following persons have applied for membership in EAC since the last 
issue of P-W. Provided that no adverse comments on any particular individual 
are received by the Membership Committee before the May issue of P-W, all 
will be declared elected to full membership at that time. Chairman of the 
Membership Committee is Rod Burress, 9743 Leacrest, Cincinnati, Ohio 45215. 

Member Number 


Apellaniz, Joseph E. 

GlenCove, NY 

2038 

Widok, Joan 

Roselle, IL 

2039 

Andersen, John M. 

Fort Collins, CO 

2040 

Higgins, John E. 

Hyannis, MA 

2041 

Jackson, Jan J. 

Brookings, SD 

2042 

Allen, Stephen P., DDS 

Harlan, IA 

2043 

Coyne, John 

Damascus, VA 

2044 

Wilson, John D. 

Eugene, OR 

2045 

Hayden, Steve 

Owosso, MI 

2046 

Browder, Marvin 

Weatherford, TX 

2047 

Kinney, Rees 

Greenville, KY 

2048 

Mon ini, Guiliono 

Philadelphia, PA 

2049 

Keller, Kenneth 

Kinsman, OH 

2050 

Conroy, Michael J. 

Portland, ME 

2051 

Aksamit, Jim 

Crete, NE 

2052 

Easterday, Richard W. 

Colon, MI 

2053 

Brinkman, Steve 

Greeley, CO 

2054 

Malkin, Harold M. 

Berkeley, CA 

2055 

Turner, Edgar E. 

Wichita, KS 

2056 

Shelton, Randall M. 

Lexington, KY 

2057 

Zeiders, Charles V. 

Glenmoore, PA 

2058 

Murphy, Paul 

Syosset, NY 

2059 

Huffman, D. W. 

Biloxi, MS 

2060 

Lobingier, John, Jr. 

Brewster, MA 

2061 

Southward, Jim 

Belmont, CA 

2062 

Romano, Edward F. 

Hershey, PA 

2063 

Conner, Michael G., M.D. 

Jackson, MS 

2064 

Fowler, Richard 

Hanover, NH 

2065 

Harrell, Jim 

Niceville, FL 

2066 

Seal, Joseph K. 

Worthington, OH 

2067 

Katz , Steve 

W. Friendship, MD 

2068 

Keller, W. Philip 

Lancaster, PA 

2069 

Bischof, John D. 

San Francisco, CA 

2070 

Easley, William D. 

Santa Fe, NM 

2071 

Watson, Barry T . , Jr. 

Sarasota, FL 

2072 

Petrie, George C. 

Hawthorne, NJ 

2073 

Gugliotte, Basil, Jr. 

Hammonton, NJ 

2074 

Bowen, Wallace W. 

LaGrance, IL 

2075 

Rosen, Leonard 

Philadelphia, PA 

2076 

Nettles, Charles F. 

Longmont, CO 

2077 


************* 
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WANTED 


U.S. Tokens and Medals 

Type Coins 

Colonials 


Half Cents 
Large Cents 
Commemoratives 


CHARLES E. KIRTLEY 


P . O . Box 2273 


Elizabeth City, NC 27909 


Phone: (919) 338-2403 evenings 




REPRINTS OF PENNY-WISE 


Early American Coppers, Inc. has received requests over the years for 
copies of the early PENNY-WISE issues. These requests usually were filled on 
an individual basis, with an 'old-time' charter member loaning his set to the 
'new member' to be photocopied. With our ever-increasing membership, these 
requests have been growing to the point where the Club has taken it upon itself 
to provide reprints of Volumes I through IV of PENNY-WISE. These are 
Consecutive Issues 1 through 21 and were originally issued between 1 967 and 
1 970. 

The reprinting of the over-700 pages comprising these volumes will be 
coordinated by EACer Jan Valentine. The reprints will be photocopies of 
original issues made on a Xerox 9210 printer - the quality is superb and is 
better than that of offset printing. The issues will be printed 2-sided, on 
Q'4 x 1 1 paper, collated and unbound, the same as when originally published. 

EAC has obtained a firm price commitment good through June, 1984, based 
on a minimum run of 250 copies. The price per reprint set is $25. postpaid, 
which is slightly more than 3 cents per page. (This price provides for a slight 
surplus to the Club so as to fund the printing of additional copies for the EAC 
Library and to fund other projects. The price is also cheaper than the original 
1 967-1 970 dues.) 

Assuming that enough orders are received, delivery to members will be in 
June. Due to the amount of effort involved. Volumes I-IV are being offered 
only as a set. 

If this reprinting is successful, we will explore doing the same for more 
recent volumes. 

If you wish to order one or more of the reprint sets, it is requested that you 
use the PENNY-WISE Reprint Order form found on the next page. Your 
payment must accompany the order form. 

If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact Jan at: 


Jan Valentine 

P . O . Box 292 

Lompoc, California 93438 


************* 
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ORDER FORM 

FOR PENNY-WISE REPRINTS 


It is necessary that you complete this Order Form if 
you wish to purchase one or more sets of Penny-Wise Volumes 
I-IV, being consecutive issues 1-21, originally published 
in 1967-1970. Partial sets are not available at this time. 
Reprints will be 8 %" X 11" collated, unbound, as originally 
issued. Delivery is expected in June, 1984. 

Please return your completed form along with your check 
or money order to the address given below. Checks should be 
payable to Early American Coppers, Inc. Thank you. 


I wish to order: 


Penny-Wise Reprints (Vols. I-IV) 

(quantity) 

@ $25.00 each postpaid. 

Total Amount Enclosed 

Clearly print your name and address : 


(Be Sure to include your zip code) 


Mail this entire page with your check (payable to Early 
American Coppers, Inc.) to: 

EARLY AMERICAN COPPERS 
c/o Jan Valentine 
P.O. Box 292 

Lompoc, California 93438 




■■ t 


C. V. M. Numismatics 


CHRIS VICTOR - McCAWLEY 
Ph, (405) 258-0681 
Box 406 

Chandler. Ok. 74834 

Below are a few of the coppers that appear on my latest price list. If you 
would like a copy, just drop me a line. There are over ten pages of half 
cents, large cents, Condor tokens, Civil War tokens & Hard Times tokens. While 
in California recently I had the privilege of seeing page proofs of the half 
cent book Walter Breen & Jack Collins will be coming out with soon. It is a 
beautiful bookl I'll be attending' the following shows: Tulsa, CK March 9-11* 

EAC San Mateo, CA March 30-April 1, KNA Salina, KS April 6-3, Central 
States Mil waukee, W I April 26 -29* 


BOOKS 


Bowers Adventures 


Cohen 

Crosby 


w/Rare C oins 

305 pp 12.00 


U.S. Half Cents 2nd ED 28.00 


Early Coins of Ame rica 42.00 
( just released by Quarterman publi- 
cations) 400 pp 11 plates 
Fox Fighting Inf l ation w/ 

Silver Dollars. 1982 ed 4.00 
Fuld U.S. Civil War Store Cards 

61 3 pp 42.00 

Koutsoures The Identification of 


Miller 


Newcomb 

Sheldon 


the Feuchtwanger Cent s , Low 
120 '3-50 

The Morgan & Peace D ollar 
"261 pp 


Textbook 


U.S. Cents 1816-1857 
Penny Whi m s ey 


TH.00 

38.00 

28.00 


HALF CENTS 
DATE 


GRADE 


PRICE_ _ 
1400.00 


1793 C2 

Graded & authenticated by ANACS. 

Nice dk brn & tan. Detail perhaps a 
bit better than VG8. All details of 
liberty, date & bust clear. Reverse 
sharp, all legend "half cent" , clear 
leaves of wreath separated. No major 
problems whatsoever. This is an excep- 
tional example for this grade. 

1793 electrotype VF20 82.00 

A high quality electrotype. Much 
less expensive than the real thing. 

1797 Cl G6 125.00 

Date, bust, liberty clearly read- 
able. All wreath, 90 % legend on rev. 
Some minor porosity. 

1797 C 2 R3 VG10 235.00 

Nice choc, brn planchet. Well-centered 

and well struck. Few minor marks. 

1800 Cl XF40/45 225.00 

Super glossy brown surfaces 
1809 C4 R3 VF30 75.00 

Circle in 0. Choc, brn Rarely 
found in nice condition. 


Half cents 
DATE 

(. conx . ) 
GRADE 

PRICE 

1829 Cl 

AU50 

125.00 

Sharp flashy lustrous reddish tan 

A tough date to find this nice. 

1835 Cl 

AU50/55 

120.00 

1835 C2 

AU 50/55 

120.00 


LARGE CENTS 
1794 S55 R3 


225.00 


VG10 

Sharp dark brown. 

1796 S82 R5 G6/4 115.00 

Glossy brown obverse strong G+. 
reverse weaker; about 3/4 of detail 
intact. Some scattered pits. 

1798 S173 F12+ 145.00 

Sharp glossy ebony planchet. Late 
die state w/ cud over RTY . An 
attractive coin. 

1801 S215 R6 VG 190.00 

Nice med brn. A little dull but 
no problems. Some weakness at K7 
obv caused by die clashing. A re- 
spectable example of a rare variety 
1803 S262 R6 VG8 95.00 

Smooth dk brn. One old light 
scratch across hair below ear. Mark 
under chin. Easily identifiable by 
divided date. PSL under right up- 
right D. Early die state. 

1819/18 N1 R2 VF20 45.00 

Hard to find in VF 
1826 N1 R2 VF25 45.00 

Sharp dk brn matte surfaces. I 
think this is a nice coin. 

1833 N5 VF30 35-00 

1838 N8 R3+ VF 20 35*00 

1839 Nil VF25 52.00 

Super glossy problem free choc br 

Desireable example of a booby head. 


ym 


1847 N13 R4 
1850 N13 R6 XF40 
1863 AU55 

Choice lustrous surfaces 
1857 3D VF35 

Glossy choc brn 


52.00 

82.00 

95.00 


55.00 


30 day return as always. Send for complete list. 

See you at E.A.C. _ Ghv . is 
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EAC ELECTION REPORT OF THE 1983 NOMINATING COMMITTEE 


The following candidates have been elected to a three year term of 
office as a result of the ballot count ending February 15, 1984. 

The only change in the slate submitted by the Nominating Committee 
is in the Southeast Region where the write-in candidate for Regional 
Secretary replaced the original nominee who moved to another region. 


President : 
Vice-President: 
Secretary: 
Treasurer: 


Jeffrey Oliphant 
Rod Burress 
Denis W. Loring 
John D. Wright 


- Suite 800, 9454 Wilshire Blvd. 
Beverly Hills, CA 90212 

- 9743 Leacrest 
Cincinnati, OH 45215 

- P. 0. Box 363 

New York, NY 10101 

- 1468 Timberlane Drive 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 


Region #1 New England (ME, NH, VT MA, RI , CT ) 

Chairman: Peter Neptune - 83 Flanders Road 

Niantic, CT 06357 

Secretary: Edward Bucken - 15 Canton Road 

Granby, CT 06035 

Region #2 New York (NY, NJ, ALASKA. HAWAII, CANADA ) 

Chairman: Frank Stillinger -216 Noe Avenue 

Chatham, NJ 07928 

Secretary: Robert Martin - 2825 Olinville Avenue 

Bronx, NY 10467 

Region #3 Mid-Atlantic (PA, MD, PL, VA, WV, DC, NC ) 

Chairman: Joe Kane - P. 0. Box 599 

McLean, VA 22101 

Secretary: Mike Packard - 4905 Village Drive 

Fairfax, VA 22030 

Region #4 Southeast (FL, GA, ALA, MS, SC, TN ) 

Chairman: Tom Morley - Box 3182 

Cocoa, FL 32922 

Secretary: C. F. Gordon, Jr. - 1140 S. Waterview Drive 

Inverness, FL 32650 

Region #5 North Central (OH, MI, WI, MN, IN, IL, ND, SD, NB, KY , IOWA ) 
Chairman: Don Valenziano - 2837 N. 74th Court 

Elmwood Park, IL 60635 

Secretary: Dick Punchard - 8600 Queen Avenue South 

Minneapolis, MN 55431 

Region #6 South Central (K5, ARK, LA, MO, NV f ARIZ , OK, CO, NM, TX ) 
Chairman: l5d Jasper - 7756 LaCabeza Drive 

Dallas, TX 75248 

Secretary: Stu Hodge - 2106 Bowie Drive 

Carrollton, TX 75006 

Region #7 West (OA, WA, OR, MT, WY, TJT , ID ) 

Chairman: Phil Ralls -3211 Oakhurst Avenue 

Los Angeles, CA 90034 

Secretary: Doug Bird - P. 0. Box 608 

Hermosa Beach, CA 90254 
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UPSTATE NEW YORK EAC REGIONAL MEETING 


Ron Janowsky 


A small and informal E^AC regional meeting was held on Saturday, 
November 26, 1983 at the Empire State Numismatic Association's Fall Coin 
Show in Binghamton, New York. Those members present were: 


At the start of the meeting, each member introduced himself and stated his 
collecting interests in large cents and/or half cents. Very quickly, a discussion 
developed concerning that favorite topic. Grading . Everyone had something to 
say. All agreed that a coin should be graded on the detail present and that any 
impairments should be described separately. Some members had brought 
along coins to share with the group, and some very nice large cents and half 
cents were passed around for all to admire. Also, three 1802 half cents were 
passed around as a grading exercise to test our grading skill at the lower end 
of the scale! 

Next, we discussed having a regional EAC meeting each fall at the site of 
the Fall ESNA Show. AH thought that this was a good idea. This would pro- 
vide at least one annual regional meeting for upstate New York members. Also, 
we decided to select a topic in advance each Fall, for the next year's meeting. 
The topic for the Fall, 1984 meeting which will be held in Utica, New York is 
"attribution of Large and Half Cent Varieties". By announcing the topic ahead 
of time like this, members who plan to attend can prepare a few thoughts on 
the varieties which they specifically collect. Thus, all can share their own 
experiences on attribution with the group- at-large . A notice of the date, time, 
and location of our next meeting will be published in the July issue of PENNY- 
WISE. 

General conversation on early coppers followed for about another hour 
before the meeting ended. Those in attendance felt that the meeting was very 
worthwhile. Hopefully, more interest can be generated among the upstate New 
York members so that we will have a larger attendance at our next meeting. 


Ken Fuller 
Dick Heiligman 
Ron Janowsky 


Gary Piplor 
Chuck Place 
Frank Robertaceio 


************* 


HENRY G. GARRETT 


Free price list - exceptional offerings of: 
U.S. Colonial coins 
Type coins 


Patte rns 
Autographs 


Please write to: Henry G. Garrett 


P.O. Box 4334, Valley Village Sta. 
N. Hollywood, CA 91607 
(213) 780-4768 or 989-0760 


Member of ANA EAC 698. 


************* 
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REPORT OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA REGIONAL EAC MEETING 


Steve Lund 


On Friday, January 13, 1984 at 7 P.M., Bill Weber called to order a meeting 
of the Northern California section of EAC. The meeting was held in conjunction 
with the San Jose Coin Show. The following members were present: 


Bill Weber 
Steve Lund 
John Peters 
Benjamin Fauver 
Bob Vail 
John Bergman 


Del Bland 

Edward & Ah Yu Weeks 
Carol Fiese 
Cal Wilson 
Phil Clover 


Two guests, Roger Smith and Kep Bowman, representing the Knowledgeable 
Coin Dealer Report , were in attendance. The meeting started off with a request 
from Roger and Kep for inputs on accurate prices for half cents and large cents. 

Del Bland reported on the Stack's 'Roper Sale' and Doyle Galleries' 'Lauder 
Sale'. He stated that the Colonials in the Roper Sale brought low prices, while 
the large cents brought prices commensurate with their actual grades. The 
Lauder Sale was a most interesting experience for him. The bidding was most 
unusual in that the opening bids were determined by estimates and the bids were 
dropped until someone became interested. Many of the Lauder coins had been 
cleaned, a fact which was mentioned in the catalogue. Also, many of the Proof 
half cents were not Proofs at all. The missing lots in the Prices Realized list 
were often spurious or mis-attributed coins. 

Bill Weber talked about the arrangements for EAC '84. All of us hope that 
you will attend this annual meeting show as it will be one of the best conventions 
ever. 


The meeting ended with a display of some beautiful Massachusetts cents 
from Bill Weber's collection and an 1809 C-1 half cent from Steve Lund's 
collection . 

ROD BURESS 9743 Leacrest Cincinnati, Ohio 45215 


FOR SALE: 


$6. 250 sheets $2. 

$2.35 

$7.00 per 1 ,000 
$1 .90 

Box of 500 $6.50 


#4 Soft jeweler's brush $6. each 

Jeweler's tissue 4x4 inch Box of 1 ,000 sheets 
Xylol - 4 oz. bottle plus 100 wooden stick Q-tips 
Wooden stick Q-tips $3.75 per 500 

Care - coin conditioner 2 oz. bottle 

Heavy Duty 28 lb. gray coin envelopes 
Box of 1 ,000 $12.25 

Send SASE for sample. 

Penny Whimsey $28.50 

Rarity rating and Condition Census update of cents of 1793-1814 

(from P-W 1979-1980 revision by Denis Loring) ... 33 pgs. $2.65 
Attribution guides for Matron Head Cents 1 81 6-35 ... 27 pgs. $2.45 

Add $1 .50 per order for shipping. Shipment by UPS - you must 
give a street address, not deliverable to P.O. Box number. 


************ 
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS 


The Fifth Annual Coin Show sponsored by the Washington-Montgomery- 
Prince Georges Tri-Club will be held May 11-13, 1984 at the Sheraton Hotel 
and Exhibition Center, 8500 Annapolis Road, Exit 20 B of the Capitol. Beltway 
1-95, New Carrollton, Maryland. Bourse: Earl Blaisdell, 2250 Highland 
Terrace, Falls Church, Virginia 22046. 

************* 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF REGIONAL EAC MEETINGS, NY-NJ SECTION 

Frank Stillinger 

For those EAC members who will be unable to attend this year's EAC 
annual convention to be held in San Mateo, California, a local alternative will 
be available. On Saturday, March 31 , 1984, a meeting of EAC's NY-NJ 
Section will be convened at 12:30 P.M. in the Merchants' Exchange, 3rd floor, 
Vista International Hotel in lower Manhattan. The time and site coincide with 
the annual Metropolitan New York Coin Convention, an affair at which many 
local members have had good copper-hunting luck in the past. 

A subsequent meeting is in the planning stage for Saturday, May 5, to 
occur during the 12th Annual Greater New York Coin Convention, also in 
Manhattan . 

?jc ^ ^ 

STACK'S is pleased to offer at Public Auction on June 13 and 14, 1984 in 
New York City the FLOYD T. STARR collection of U.S. half cents and large 
cents. 

EAC members not on Stack's regular mailing list may receive a free copy 
of the catalogue by writing to Stack's, 123 West 57th Street, New York, NY 
10019 and giving their mailing address and EAC membership number. 

Because of the intense collector interest in this sale. Stack's expects an 
unusually heavy demand for viewing of the lots. Therefore, beginning on May 
14, 1984, the lots will be available for private inspection at Stack's offices, 
strictly by advance appointment. If you are interested, call Harvey Stack at 
(212) 582-2580 to arrange an appointment. 

************* 

PERIODIC 24-PAGE FIXED-PRICE CATALOGS 

of choice 

COLONIALS, LARGE CENTS, HARD TIMES TOKENS 

and other 

EARLY AMERICAN COPPERS 
available for $3 per year (3 or 4 issues) 
or send for 

FREE SAMPLE COPY 
from 

HAROLD M. HESS, BOX 31394, TEMPLE HILLS, MD 20748 

************* 
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ANS PLANNING CONFERENCE ON EARLY AMERICAN COPPERS 


The American Numismatic Society has scheduled its first annual American 
Conference for November 30 through December 2, 1984 to take place at its 
Audubon Terrace headquarters in New York City. The conference will be 
devoted to the early American copper coinage and is expected to bring together 
a large number of collectors, scholars, and the general public for an exchange 
of information which will be instructive and enjoyable as well as a benefit to 
American numismatics. Richard G. Doty, Curator of Modern Coins and Paper 
Money, is spearheading the Society’s project. 

ANS already has sent invitations to a number of EAC members, seeking 
their participation. Denis W. Loring, Donald G. Partrick, Eric P. Newman, 
George Ewing, and Herbert A. Silberman are known to be some of the 
participants . 

Besides papers to be presented on Colonials, half cents, and large cents, 
the Society is planning for panel sessions, workshops, and exhibitions of 
interesting early American coppers. Subsequently, ANS plans to publish the 
results of the conference in book form. 

P-W will provide further information on this meeting as it becomes 
available . 

The American Numismatic Society is located on Broadway at 155th Street, 
New York City 10032. Telephone number is (21 2) 234-3130. 

************* 

OOPS! WE GOOFED! 

Harry Salyards called our attention to the fact that an important sentence 
was inadvertently omitted in his ’basic tenet' #1 of his article "A Critical 
Philosophy of Collecting" on page 54 of the January P-W 100. We are re- 
printing the paragraph in question and have underlined the sentence which was 
omitted, as follows: 

"Very Fine is just that - it's a grade which is definable, generally 
reproducible , and honest to the language. (Who was it who asked, by way 
of contrast, if 'AG' on the holder meant 'About Gone'?) Furthermore, 

VF is an attractive grade to the non-collector, who, like all too many 
collectors, can't see the fine distinctions to the grades above it. _It 
historically advances in value (see your old RED BOOKs), less 
maniacally, perhaps than the grades above it , but more reliable than those 
below it. And if you do screw up, the spread between VF and F is at least 
a little closer to the historic 20 vs 12, so you minimize your losses." 

Our apologies Harry! Thanks for the correction! 

************* 

If you insist upon driving I'll not stand in your way. 

THE RAT FINK 
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ASK JOHN 


John D. Wright, NLG 

All questions great and small - AJ muddles through them all. The 
questions come from you; the replies published are topics thought to be of 
interest to most people. Do you have a question (or more) about EAC, about 
old copper, or about other related tidbits? Write me. 

John Wright 
1 468 T imberlane Drive 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 

AJ42: Why didn't the early cents survive in such large quantities in higher 

grades as did the post-1 81 5 cents? 

The large cent series is the reason for the coin craze in this country. 
Remember hearing about the mad dash for Indian Head cents when the Lincoln 
cent came out? Or the more recent flash in Lincolns when the Memorial 
reverse was introduced in 1959? Well, there was basically NO coin collecting 
locally until the 1857 discontinuance of the large and half cents. That torched 
off a fad in this country that hasn't died in over a hundred years. Cogan, the 
'father of the coin trade in America', started dealing in coins in 1858. Sure, 
there were moneyed people with European habits (including collections of coins) 
before that. But these were few enough and well-connected enough that they 
satisfied their whims directly from the Mint. Note that the operative word here 
is 'FEW'. What cents were circulating in the late 1850's? Many nice recent 
ones, fewer nice ones that were 25 years old, and very few nice ones over 50 
years old. And that, plus the cabinets of the few aristocrats and a couple of 
fortuitous hoards (1796-7 and 1816-20), is what is available to collectors today. 

AJ43: Is there a safe way to darken a copper coin which has been cleaned? I 

soaked an AU half cent in pure olive oil for 5 months to remove some greenish- 
black dirt. The dirt is gone, but the coin is now an unpleasing dull pink. 

Almost any copper-darkening process involves some variation on sulfur - 
either natural or otherwise. Old techniques such as leaving the coin in a 
lightly-oiled brown envelope for a decade, wearing the coin in a flannel pouch 
inside your underwear for a couple of months (don't change your underwear 
during the process!), burying the coin in black dirt for a few months, exposing 
the coin to city air (gag!) and sunlight for a month or so, are merely accelerated 
versions of what would occur naturally anyway. The key elements are sulfur, 
heat, time, and (to some extent) humidity. For example, coppers scrubbed in 
New Mexico still look like pumpkins 50 years later - no sulfur, no moisture. 

The process can be speeded up by abundant use of any of the three primaries 
(sulfur, heat, time) with a 'nominal' amount of the others, but all three 
elements are necessary for a really 'natural' appearance. 

Commercial products include several liquids, most of which turn copper 
a silvery-sheen graphite black. Some sulfur pastes are sold, and these can be 
judiciously used to produce good (or disastrous) results. Probably the easiest 
of these to use is a sulfur ointment available in a squeeze tube from your 
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pharmacist for a few bucks - no prescription needed (Lilly, USP sulfur ointment, 
10%). It used to be prescribed to treat scabies (a skin problem). 

The particular problem which you have will likely be tough - a terminal case 
of the pinks from over-soaking is really hard to fix because normally such a coin 
is not as chemically active as usual. For this case, swab lightly with sulfur 
paste, wipe off all excess, flush with CARE or some light oil, candle the coin, 
and pray. There is no guarantee on any re-coloring effort - especially if you’re 
just learning. Remember! - the less drastic the things that you do, the less 
chance for a great change in the appearance of the coin - for the better OR for 
the worse. 

AJ44: How was the price of early copper affected by the rise and crash of a 

couple of years ago? And if very little or not at all, do you have any idea why? 

Coin prices followed sluggishly in the wake of bullion prices in recent 
years, the closeness of conformity determined by what was considered how 
’saleable’ as "investment material". The collector base in the coin market 
fluctuates within rather narrow limits. That which causes wide price swings 
(boom-bust times) is the amount of ’outside' or ’variable’ money that is 
committed to coins. The collector always buys if he has the money; the investor 
or speculator buys only if everybody else is doing it (as evidenced by higher 
prices today than yesterday). If the latest hot tip on the money-multiplier circuit 
shifts to something else, the investor keeps pouring his bucks where he thinks the 
biggest percentage -in crease will accrue. In true lemming fashion, when several 
large investors start buying, EVERYBODY buys. And when several large 
investors shift to paintings, or stocks, or real estate, EVERYBODY shifts their 
bucks there - all except the quiet collector who likes the coins and doesn’t give 
a rip HOW many dollars they can be converted to. With no ’pure money’ 
emphasis this country would retain about 20 per cent of its coin dealers - if that. 

Are coins a good investment? First, define your goals. If your goals 
are primarily enjoyment, I consider coins a FANTASTIC investment. If your 
goals are primarily dollai — multiplication, the best investment is whatever field 
you are best qualified at. A hardcore numismatist's best investment is his 
coin collection. A master plumber's best investment is his tools and his 
reputation. A pastor's best investment is time spent with God and caring for 
his congregation. A lawyer's best investment is the hours spent in the books and 
the contacts to potential clients. Yes, copper prices have subsided somewhat 
from 1 980 and I rejoice - now I can buy more cents with the same number of 
dollars . 


LANCASTER & SHIELDS 

Colonials, State Coppers; Featuring: 

Connecticut, and Large Cents. 

Lancaster & Shields 

Free price list P. O. Box 12 Dept. E. 

send to: Harrison, N.Y. 10528 

R. Geary E.A.C. #1562 
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PENNYMANSHIP TO THE EDITORS 

From DENNIS P. SHEEHAN: "The 100th issue of PENNY-WISE is the 

best numismatic publication I have ever had the pleasure of reading. It will be 
very difficult to top. 

Several comments: I think that Herb Silberman's frontispiece is wonderful, 

but I'm disappointed that no Hard Times tokens are included in the art work. 
Don't forget us HI T collectors — we belong to EAC too! 

I notice that Ed Janis presented a lecture and slide show on HTT's at the 
last NY-NJ regional meeting. I am envious of those who were in attendance. 

In reference to the Herman Hess article on reduced size or cut-down large 
cents, I have come across the following: on page 13 of William Hanchett's 

recently released THE LINCOLN MURDER CONSPIRACIES, in reference to 
Copperheads Hanchett states: 'Some of them even turned the Copperhead 

epithet into a term of honor by cutting from the U.S. Copper penny the head of 
the representation of Liberty and wearing it as an emblem. "Every person in 
favor of Free Speech, a Free Press, and the Rights of White Men, is wearing 
the Badge of Liberty" declared a manufacturer who placed an advertisement in 
the New York Weekly Caucasian , offering 'Copperheads' for sale at 15 cents 
each of $10.00 per hundred. ' 

I notice that reader Jeff Rock, like myself, wonders what happened to 
articles on Hard Times tokens. I hope to rectify this situation in the near 
future with some articles of my own." 

From JEROME I. WYSONG: "In reading the December, 1983 issue of 

THE NUMISMATIST, I discovered an item which may be worthy of passing 
along to other EACers. There is a Canadian Large Cents Club (not 
surprising really) which issues a monthly journal called THE PARTYLINE. 

For those who may be interested, membership is $5. per year and can be sent 
to the Canadian Large Cents Club, c/o Lewis H. Lewry, 1161 Third Avenue 
NW, Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, Canada S6H 3VI." 

From DORIS B. FULD: "Both George and I want to express our sincere 

pleasure with the 100th edition of PENNY-WISE. Even though George is the 
numismatist in the family, I have taken a tremendous fancy to copper, 
especially large cents. As of yet, I haven't had the time to really study them, 
but this edition of P-W was so readable that I felt the love of the hobby popping 
right out of the pages. 

Circumstances may take us to New York for the Metropolitan Show at the 
time of the EAC convention in California. If there are any changes, then we 
will be at the EAC meeting in full force as the convention is being held just 
five minutes from where we live." 

From Q. DAVID BOWERS: "I really enjoyed the 100th anniversary issue 

of PENNY-WISE. It was superb! " 

From HERBERBERT J. ROSEN, M.D., F.A.C.P. "My warmest con- 
gratulations on your admirable accomplishment re: PENNY-WISE. Creating 
and distributing 100 issues of the size and quality you've turned out is really a 
back-breaking project and you and your associates well deserve all the plaudits 
you've been getting. Please add mine." 
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From CHARLES BARASCH: "I enjoyed P-W 100 immensely. There 

were many excellent and informative articles. I do have one comment which was 
inspired by William T. Jones’s statement that VF Draped Bust cents are not 
worth their $225. ’Grey Sheet' bid. In last year’s EAC sale, three common 
1800-1803 VF20 coins brought $220. -$275. I would conclude that either Draped 
Bust VF20's are 'worth' $225. or that Bill Noyes's conservative grading is too 
conservative. I believe that the former is true. (I'm assuming that 'Worth' 
means simply what people pay for coins on today's market.) Most dealers' 

VF20 coins may not be worth $225. , but then, most dealers' VF20's probably 
aren't really VF20’s. Strictly-graded Sheldon cents with no problems are 
probably worth 'Grey Sheet' bids. Unfortunately, you don't come across these 
kinds of coins very often. 

I also have one request of EACers. In the January 18 issue of COIN WORLD, 
there was a 1793 NC5 advertised. I responded to the ad the same day that I 
received the paper, but the coin had already been sold. If any EACer either 
purchased or saw the coin, can he or she let me know whether or not it was 
really a 1793 NC5 - say it ain't so, Joe." (Address for Barasch is Route 1 , 
Plainfield, Vermont 05667) 

From P. SCOTT RUBIN: "While going through some old auction catalogues, 

I came upon a listing which caught my attention. In S, K. Harzfeld's 1 6th sale 
which took place on January 24, 25, 1881 , Lot #281 in the Half Cent section was 
a 1797 Gripped Edge coin. The description follows: 'Indented edge. Very 

Good, very rare. This is the first specimen of this variety ever catalogued, so 
far as I know . ' 

According to both Roger Cohen and Walter Breen, the first listing of a 
1797 Gripped Edge half cent occurred in the 1907 Stickney auction. I have 
passed on the above date to Mr. Breen and Mr. Cohen. 

Now for a problem which I am having - an identity crisis. My name is P. 
Scott Rubin, EAC #211 . However, I have been referred to as F. Scott Rubin 
and Scott Ruben in past issues of PENNY-WISE and as Scott P. Rubin on the last 
identification card issued by EAC. You see, my full name is Philip Scott Rubin 
and it appears as such in Kam Ahwash's Liberty-seated Dime book, as Philip S. 
Rubin in Abe Kosoff's Pattern book, as P. Scott Rubin in the Gobrecht Journal, 
and as Scott Rubin in both Roger Cohen's half cent book and Jules Reiver's 
Mature Head Cents book. So whom am I? (Signed) ? - oh! just call me 
Scott! ! ! " 

From GEORGE R. TROSTEL: "I have just finished reading P-W 100, and 

I feel that this has to be the best issue to date. There were articles on almost 
every topic pertaining to the copper coins. A few new members have done their 
job in writing a short autobiography or a short story about their collecting. 

Now that we have over 1 ,300 members in EAC, some of the others who have 
been sitting back and just reading should now come forward and do their thing. 

In the past, P-W was approximately 50 pages per issue. With P-W 100, 

we almost had a page for every issue we ended up with 95 pages in all. 

In this current issue. I'll bet there will be close to 70 pages again. If we can 
keep this up for some time or even do better, P-W could be issued on a monthly 
basis, probably within the next year or two or even sooner. I'm sure that 
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everyone out there in EAC land would like to receive PENNY-WISE a lot more 
often, instead of having to wait for every other month for the issue to arrive. 

So, every one who has been writing articles should just keep up his good work, 
and then we'll have another great issue to look forward to. 

One other thing which might help out would be to issue a certificate or other 
type of reward to anyone who has written a good article or story for P-W . If 
any one else has an idea or two, send them in. See — already we have picked 
up an extra page or two. 

From CHUCK FUNK: "Could I ask of you a favor? It has to do with 

your decision to submit a Table of Contents with each issue. No, I've no 
complaint about the provision of a Table of Contents per se, but I do wish that 
you would call it a Table of Contents and not an Index. An Index is what I've 
been giving you all this time, and it must be confusing to the readers to have 
two quite different bibliographic tools appearing under the same title. Yes, 

I know that from an etymological point of view, it is not wrong to call a Table 
of Contents an Index, but it is wrong to call an Index a Table of Contents, and 
I do feel that it would be helpful all around to use the two separate titles, 
respectively. OK? 

Did you know that Alan Meghrig and I are thinking of putting out a new 
cumulative index to P-W? We're discussing the matter with Jeff Oliphant to 
see how the Board might feel about it. It would cover through P-W 99." 

From MARC CALCIANO: "I'm very proud to report a new discovery. 

In September, 1983, I acquired from England a 1794 S-56 in AU55. It is my 
first 1794 large cent. I hope to provide a picture of the coin by the next issue." 

From JOHN BOISE: "Thanks for a great first year of PENNY-WISE for 

me. I have been collecting for almost thirty years, and finally, just a couple 
of years ago, I became particularly interested in the Draped Bust half cents. 

For the last year, I have confined my collecting interests to this series; and I 
am happy to report several worthwhile cherrypickings: an 1703 C-4 in high 
VF and an 1 804 C-7 in VF. I am particularly interested in the varieties and 
die states of 1803 and would be interested to hear from fellow EACers who have 
any trading material in this area." 

From JOHN FETTINGER: "I want to thank you and all the other EAC 

members for your most thoughtful cards and well-wishes during my recent 
surgery. Everything went just fine. Although I shall not be able to attend 
EAC '84, it sure is a profound relief to have this operation behind me." 

************* 


MIKE NIEPODZINSKI P.O. Box 253 Buffalo, NY 14240 

FOR SALE: Safe-T-Mailers. 

Safe-T-Mailers were designed for shipping coins safely and 
economically. Just insert coin(s), fold, and place in envelope; 
no staples or tape. 

Fit standard #6 3/4 envelopes. 

50 for $7.50; 1 00 for $1 2.00. Postpaid, UPS. 

************* 
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AMERICAN HALF CENTS 
- second edition - 


The Little Half Sisters 
by ROGER S. COHEN, JR. 

Certified Public Accountant 
Historian 

Collector of Half Cents for 35 Years 

The definitive text on Half Cents for both the beginner and the advanced 
collector. Now rewritten to reflect the additional information studied and 
collected over the past 10 years. 

FEATURING 

- the widely accepted numbering system for Variety identification. Each 
obverse - reverse illustrated by enlarged photos, all of which are 
condition census coins. More DIE STATE photos. 

- Condition Census for all Varieties 

- Rarity has been re-evaluated to reflect latest information 

- All new sections 


- Proofs - photos - legends of each - a surprising new approach to proofs 
Priced at $35.00 


"The History of Half Cent Collecting" 
"The Art of Acquiring Half Cents" 


AVAILABLE FROM MOST BOOK DEALERS 


or 


THE EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR 


Harry Edelman 
111-37 Lefferts Blvd. 

P . O . Box 1 40 

South Ozone Park, NY 11420 


and 


Scott-Edelman Supply Co 
631 S . Palm 

uNrrc 

La Habra, CA 90631 


************* 
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PENNY PERSONALS 


Steve Lund and his wife Nancy J. (nee Savonisk) have announced the birth 
of twin sons, Erik and Alexei, on December 6, 1983. 

An EACer who contributed to P-W 100 also sent along a check of $100. for 
the general use of P-W. The member wishes to remain anonymous, but we 
thank him profusely for his generosity and support. 

John Fettinger is recuperating nicely from his his replacement surgery. 

He is able to be up and around on crutches and is most happy with the result of 
his operation. 

Roger Cohen called to say that "The Top Ten" article by him and Ron Guth 
has been unavoidably delayed and will not appear in this issue of P-W. How- 
ever, he assured P-W that the next installment will definitely appear in the 
May P-W. Sorry about that! 

Ray Williamson reports that Mrs. Williamson fell recently breaking her 
right hip and right wrist. She is now recuperating slowly, but is able to be 
on crutches. Because of her injury, Ray almost failed to meet the deadline 
with his article which appears in this issue. EAC extends its best wishes to 
Mrs. Williamson for a speedy and complete recovery. 

A SPECULATION 
Daniel Presburger 

I think that I might have another explanation for the appearance of the cut- 
down cents talked about in the November issue of PENNY-WISE. I personally 
believe that the theory regarding "the copperheads" does account for the origin 
of most of the cut-down cents, but I also feel that some cents were cut down to 
increase the value of coins found in a hoard. 

As you may recall, the coins in the Randall hoard were sold to a dry goods 
company for only 90 cents on the dollar. This hoard contained around 14,000 
coins, so the finder of the hoard sold them at a 1 4 dollar loss from the face 
value of the coins. Then, inasmuch as the public was less than delighted to 
receive the bulky large cents in exchange, the dry goods company sold its 
remaining cents to John Randall, a coin dealer from Norwich. 

Now, if you found several large cents and you knew that they were worthless 
in their present form because no one would accept them, what else could you 
do? Well, if you cut them down to the size of the presently-accepted cents and 
you rolled them up with regular coins, you could probably turn them in for face 
value. You would still have some perfectly useless copper ring left over which 
you would probably throw away - thus accounting for you not having any rings 
of copper around. 

************* 
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SWAPS & SALES 


EAC members are invited to submit their ads for inclusion in this column. 
The first 12 lines, including line spacing, are free. If ad exceeds this limit, 
the treasurer will bill you for full ad on a pro-rated basis. Full-page ad is $40. 
Deadline for receipt of copy is end of month preceding date of next issue. Ads 
must be sent directly to Warren A. Lapp, 6505 Newmarket Way, Raleigh, N.C. 
27609. 

CHARLIE STILLWELL P.O. Box 1 6860 Houston, TX 77222 (713) 987-9324 

FOR SALE: 100 British 18th century trade tokens, all different, all attributed 

to DH numbers. Most are circ. but lot contains 25-oi — so better pieces 
including some All's and brown Uncs. A good research or trade lot. List of 
varieties on request. All for $755. 

FOR SALE: 30 U.S. Hard Times tokens - some political, some merchants. 

Most are VF. The scarce Low-56 and Low-66 are holed, but nice grades. 

A few EF, generally not a bunch of dogs. All for $290. 

Both lots for $950. 

JACK P. CUNNINGHAM, JR. 2500-A Skyland Drive Atlanta, GA 30319 

WANTED TO BUY: 1816 Matron cent in absolutely choice FINE or close 

to it. 

THOMAS S. KATMAN 3 Saxony Drive Cinnaminson, NJ 08077 

FOR SALE; Reprints of the famous Chapman sale of the Alvord half cent 
collection. Includes the 5 plates and the Prices Realized. 

$ 10 . 

GARY COOPER P.O. Box 8004 New Fairfield, CT 06812 

HALF CENTS wanted for purchase: 1796 with pole in AG3 to VG8; 1794, 
’95, '97 in VG8 to FI 2; 1800, '03-*07 in XF45 to AU55; 1809, 1810, 
1825—35 in AU50— 55; 1811 in VF20— 35; and 1849—1857 in MS60 only. 
Only problem-free specimens, please! 

CHARLES BARASCH Route 1 Plainfield, VT 05667 


1796 

S-81 

AG/Blank (enough of Rev. 

shows to attribute) 

$30. 

1802 

S-242 

Fair, grainy 


5. 

1806 

S-270 

AG - minor rim nicks 


8. 

1 809 

S-280 

AG 


25. 

1813 

S-293 

Fair- AG 


8. 

1 814 

S-294 

G - attractive, but cleaned long ago. Has si. scratch 
on face 

12. 

These 

are clean, low-grade cents with no 

problems except as noted. 
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MIKE GOODRICH 1 71 2 McComb Charleston, IL 61920 

WANTED: British "To Hanover" ("Hanover Jack") game counters. 

Needed for research study. Paying 75$ to $2. each, based 
on condition and/or rarity. Or would like to borrow for 
study and eventual return (attributed). Duplicates accepted. 
Please help! 

GEORGE R. TROSTEL 49 Bristol Street Southington, Conn. 06489 


1798 

S-? 

Fr2 


$5. 

1 805 

S-267 

VG 

rev. pitted, obv 

• 

1 802 

S-228 

G 

pitted 

12. 




scratches 

$20 


S-231 

G 

pitted 

10. 


S-268 

G 

R5 nice rev. 

30 

1803 

S-260 

G 

even wear. 


1808 

S-278 

F 

R3 

75 




strong date 

20. 

1810 

S-285 

F 

nice coin 

75 

1805 

S-267 

VG 

several nicks 

20. 

1 81 2 

S-288 

VG 

pitted, rusted 

23 




* * * 

* * * 

* * * 

* * * 

* 




RICHARD E. CROSS c/o Cross Coin Co. P.O. Box 158 Scranton, PA 18504 


Half Cents : Large Cents : 


1 794 

C-1 a 

VF30 

R3 $1 

,275. 

1796 

S-83 VG8 R5- weak NT $275. 

1795 

C-6a 

FI 2 

R2 No pole 

420. 


S-87 VF20 R3 

650. 

1 832 

C-3 

AU55 

Frosty 

1 25. 

1 798 

S-1 47 VG1 0+ R5+ 

425. 

1849 

C-1 

VF35 

R2 

60. 


S-1 71 FI 2 R5- 

350. 

1855 

C-1 

BU60 

SHARP 

225. 

1 803 

S-249 VG8 R4 100/000 

65. 






1 809 

S-280 VG1 0 R3 

1 75. 




* * * 

* * * 

* * * * 

* * * 



JACK H. ROBINSON POB 564 Vienna, Virginia 221 80 (703) 281-0858 

"Copper Quotes" will be available at EAC '84. Subscription price 
through December, 1984 is still $20. The second issue will be mailed soon 
after EAC '84. Response to the offer to grade copper has been significant 
enough that the first meeting will have been held on March 6. The early 
pricing is a bargain and will not be repeated. My next list before EAC *84 
will contain committee -graded coins. Hope to see many of you at EAC '84. 
Jack. 


ED SARRAFIAN 941 4 Nashville Morton Grove, IL 60053 

WANTED TO BUY - Any Grade 

Connecticut coppers: 1 785 Bust Left 

1786 Large Bust Right 
Draped Bust Left 

1787 "Muttonhead" 

Horned Bust 

•X* X* *1/ *£. «i* 4* 4« 4* 4> 4* 

*1* "T* v ■(* ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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JOHN BOISE 


Santa Barbara, CA 93101 


509 Chapala Street 

Interested in acquiring varieties and die states of 1803 half cents. Have 
numerous half cents 1 800 to 1 808 to trade. Please write as to which varieties 
and die states you may have available. Thank you. 

************* 


MARC M. CALCIANO POB 33183 Philadelphia, PA 19142 


FOR 

SALE 

- Large Cents 





1 794 

S— 65 

VG1 0 

dark 

$1 50. 

1 808 

S-277 FI 2 12 stars var. 

$60. 

1 796 

S-89 

VG1 0 


130. 

1 810 

S-282 VG1 0 

40. 


S-1 09 

G4 


60. 


S-285 VG1 0 

40. 

1 800/79 

S— 1 90 

VG8 


55. 

1 828 

N— 7 VF30 

75. 

1 801 

S-223 

VG8 

3 errors 

55 . 


N-8 VF20 

60. 


S-224 

VG1 0 


42.50 

1 803 

Half Eagle Kettle Counter 

- 

1 803 

S-257 

VF30 

some rust 



TAMS Ket 3-B ANACS 



around date 150. Cert, for Auth. A chestnut 

color with olive peripheral 
toning. UNC. 600. 

************* 

HERBERT J. ROSEN "Curio Corner" 337 Route 46 Rockaway, NJ 

(201) 627-4431 

A complete stock of large cents, including all years, all major varieties, 
and hundreds of die varieties - available at CURIO CORNER 
open every Friday, Saturday, and Sunday from 12 noon to 5 P.M. 

Mail correspondence to P. O. Box 218, Ironia, N.J. 07845 

************* 



EARLY AMERICAN NUMISMATICS 
P. O. Box 276, Anson ia, CT 06401 

61 9-273-3566 

For the finest selection of Colonials, State 
coinages, early American tokens, Washington 
coins and medals, Fugios, etc. 

Write to EACer Dana Linett for an extensive 
and complete listing with descriptions. 


************* 
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